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AFRICAN EMIGRATION TO THE BRITISH 
EMANCIPATED COLONIES. 


A paper relating to the further importation of African labourers 
into the British Colonies, No. 191, 1847, has recently been laid be- 
fore Parliament, to which we beg to call the very serious attention 
of our readers. Hitherto the supply of this class of labourers has 
been drawn exclusively from the British settlements on the coast 
of Africa, or from the seats of the Mixed Commission Courts, and 
St. Helena, where many slaves have been condemned by the Vice- 
Admiralty Court, and the liberated slaves forwarded to Jamaica, 
Trinidad, or British Guiana. Now the Government have deter- 
mined to open a part of the African coast not under British juris- 
diction, and one of her Majesty’s steam vessels, the Growler, has 
been fitted up for, and is to be employed in, this impolitic and 
extraordinary service. 

We propose giving so much of the correspondence contained in 
this official paper, as will accurately convey the intentions of 
Government. 

Having arranged with the Board of Admiralty for the use of 
the Growler, and with the Treggury, for the necessary sums 
required for this service, the following letter was addressed by 
James Stephen, Esq., to the Colonial Land and Emigration 
Commissioners, explanatory of the reasons which have induced 
the Government to adopt this new, and, as we believe, most 
dangerous mode of supplying the emancipated colonies with 
labourers. 

‘¢ Downing-street, 30th January, 1847. 

‘¢ GENTLEMEN,—I am directed by Earl Grey to acquaint you, that 
the attention of Her Majesty’s Government has for some time been 
occupied by the question as to what means may best be adopted with the 
view of obtaining an additional supply of labourers for our West Indian 
colonies. The recent changes in our commercial policy render this object 
one of even greater importance than it had previously been felt to be, in 
consequence of the effect produced by the act of emancipation in so 
materially reducing the amount of labour at the command of the British 
planters. To meet this difficulty, several of the West Indian colonies 
have entered into arrangements to procure the requisite number of 
labourers from the East Indies. But the expense of doing so has been 
found so heavy, that in all probability the emigration from our Asiatic 
possessions will be brought to a close. Similar attempts have been made 
to obtain labourers from our possessions in Africa, but they have been 
restricted to those possessions, and have proved unsuccessful, in conse- 
quence of the indisposition of the labouring population there resident to 
emigrate to the West Indies. 

“‘ Lord Grey has therefore been induced to take into consideration the 
strong representations which have been made to him by gentlemen 
interested in the West Indies, in favour of resorting for this purpose to 
the Kroo coast. The evidence of witnesses entitled to credit seems to 
establish the fact, that this part of the African coast is free from any 
taint of slave-dealing, and also that the tribes by which it is inhabited are 
of an industrious disposition, and by no means unlikely to avail them- 
selves of any facilities which may be afforded to them of proceeding to 
those of our colonies in which they would have the prospect of receiving 
high wages in return for their labour. 

‘This being the case, Lord Grey has thought it right to recommend to 
his colleagues (who have approved of the proposal), that an experiment 
should be made as to the practicability of obtaining, with advantage, 
emigrants from this quarter for the West Indian colonies. 

‘‘In order, however, to guard against abuse of any kind, it is not 
intended that such emigrants shall be permitted to be conveyed to the 
West Indies in any vessels except those in the service of Her Majesty, 
and under the superintendence and direction of officers appointed by 
Government, 

“Tt is, therefore, proposed, that a steamer belonging to the Royal 
Navy shall be fitted out and employed upon this service, and shall proceed 





from Sierra Leone to the Kroo Coast, and from thence alternately to the 
colonies of British Guiana and Trinidad, with such emigrants as may be 
procurable. These colonies being the nearest to the African coast, and 
having made provision for the payment of bounties upon emigration, it is 
considered advisable that, while the measure is only experimental, its 
operation should be restricted to them; but if it should prove successful, 
it may hereafter be extended to other colonies also. 

‘The expense of this vessel will be provided for on the Naval Esti- 
mates, or by a distinct vote to be proposed to Parliament, but the 
governments of the two above-mentioned colonies will be instructed, 
under the provisions of the existing Ordinances, to fix a bounty of £10 
upon each emigrant so introduced ; a sum which, it is computed, will, in 
case the plan shall succeed, and the vessel procure full complements, go 
far towards reimbursing the current expenses of the vessel. By the 
enclosed letter from the Admiralty, you will perceive that these are 
estimated at £14,217 per annum. 

‘Such being the outline of the intended plan, I am dcsired by Lord 


Grey to request, that you will prepare a draft of the instructions which - 


will be required for the officer in charge of the steamer; and also a 
scheme of the agency to be employed on shore in collecting emigrants ; 
and that you will furnish a statement of the instructions which appear to 
you necessary, to place the Governor of Sierra Leone in possession of the 
views and intentions which have been communicated to you on the present 


subject. 
‘* T have, &c., 


3 (Signed) “Jas. SrepHen.”” 

With respect to the agents to be employed, and the mode of 
remunerating them, we find the following recommendations in the 
reply of the Commissioners to Mr. James Stephen, dated the 8th 
March, 1847. They say :— ; 

‘‘On the subject of agency upon the coast, the following are the 
arrangements which have occurred to us as necessary at the outset. 
Mr. Hook, whose appointment of agent for the collection of emigrants 
in lieu of Mr. Pike, has never been cancelled, although his duties have, 
from unavoidable circumstances almost ceased, should be charged with 
the superintendence of the service; for which he should continue to 
receive his present. remuneration, consisting of a salary of £300. per 
annum, and an allowance of a dollar a head for each emigrant despatched 
to the West Indies. He should be directed to select forthwith, and despatch 
to the best sites on the Kroo Coast, a few subordinate agents to collect 
emigrants there. We recommend that he should assign provisionally, and 
with the approval of the governor, moderate salaries in addition to an allow- 
ance of half a dollar a head to each of them, for all emigrants despatched 
from his station ; such salaries, with any remarks which they may require 
in explanation, being submitted, at the earliest opportunity, to the 
Secretary of State for confirmation. The whole of the expenses will, 
of course, be divided between Guiana and Trinidad, instead of any of 
them falling on Jamaica, as at present. 

‘¢ We are aware that at Sierra Leone the allowance of a rate per head 
was deemed objectionable, because it was thought that to the schoolmasters, 
who formed a large proportion of the agents, it might afford an improper 
motive to induce their scholars to emigrate. But this objection is in- 
applicable to the circumstances of the Kroo emigration; the proposed 
rate is far too low to create the only general danger which could be 
suggested as to such a mode of remuneration; viz. that it might afford a 
stimulus, however remote, to attempting to kidnap or deal in men; and 
the principle has long been admitted in the remuneration of the principal 
agent. The amount of the duty is so extremely uncertain, and also to be 
performed at a distance where there are so little means of seeing that 
due exertions are made, that we think it would be found extremely 
difficult to find any other so satisfactory mode of remuneration. 

'¢ The subordinate agents should be placed no where except within the 
proper limits of the Kroo Coast, and should on no pretence go or be 
sent to any place where slave trading has ever prevailed. We apprehend 
that this is a rule which ought to be most strictly enjoined, on pain of 
the immediate dismissal of any officer concerned in its violation. ’ 

Mr, Logan Hook, the Collector of the Customs, at Sierra Leone 
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is to be the Chief Agent. His duties are specified in the following 
paragrap 

‘* It would seem desirable that on the first, and perhaps each succeeding 
voyage, when the steamer goes from Sierra Leone to the Kroo Coast, 
Mr. Hook should proceed in her to visit the several agents, and see the 
embarkation of the people. But we regret that we have no means of 
learning how far he would be able to secure an opportunity of returning 
to Sierra Leone. We would suggest that Mr. Hook should make an 
early report on the means of communication coastwise, and that in the 
meanwhile he should be authorised to adopt, with the Governor’s approval, 
any measure indispensable for that purpose.”’ 

We copy the following from the instructions given to the Chief 
Agent, viz. :— 

** 1, One of her Majesty’s steamers will repair almost immediately to 
the coast of Africa, for the purpose of taking emigrants from Sierra Leone 
and the Kroo Coast to the colonies of British Guiana and Trinidad. 

“¢ 2. The chief agent for emigration will select forthwith and despatch 
to the places which he judges best on the Kroo Coast, a few trustworthy 
stibordinate agents to endeavour to collect free emigrants for her Majesty’s 
steamer. 

** 3. The subordinate agents may explain that the steamer is one of her 
Majesty’s vessels of war. 

‘“* 4, The chief agent will also be at liberty to furnish the subordinate 
agents for their use with any printed papers which may from time to time 
be officially communicated to him for the purpose, containing information 
relative to the respective West India colonies. The intelligence thus con- 
veyed will consist of any general statements which it may be practicable to 
supply from authentic sources, of the average rates of money-wages for 
different kinds of labour, the other advantages afforded by employers, and 
the sort of labour which is most in demand. 

. 5. The different agents will inform all emigrants from the coast of 
Africa, whether from Sierra Leone or elsewhere, that they will be entitled 
to demand a free passage back after five years from their arrival, provided 
they shall, during that time, have been engaged under written agreements 
to labour for owners of land in the colony. 

6, The chief agent will assign to the subordinate agents, with the 
approval of the Governor, moderate salaries in addition to an allowance of 
half a dollar a head to each of them for all emigrants despatched from his 
station. The chief agent’s report of such salaries, with any remarks which 
they may require in explanation, being transmitted by the Governor at the 
earliest opportunity to the Secretary of State for confirmation. 

_ “ 7, The subordinate agents are to be placed no where except within 
the proper limits of the Kroo Coast, nor on any pretence to go or be sent 
to any place where slave trading has prevailed—a rule which is enjoined on 
pain of the immediate dismissal of any officer concerned in its violation. 

** 8. In case it should be necessary to establish any depéts on the Kroo 
Coast for the reception of emigrants waiting for the steamers, the chief 
agent’ will make the requisite arrangements, and report them through the 
Governor of Sierra Leone for approval; but he will avoid every unneces- 
sary measure of this description. 

**9. On the first, and if possible each succeeding voyage of the steamer, 
it would be desirable that the chief agent should proceed in her to visit the 
other agents, and attend to the embarkation of the people on the Kroo 
Coast. With regard to the mode of returning to Sierra Leone, he should 
make an early report on the means of communication coastwise ; and in the 
meanwhile may incur, with the Governor’s approval, any expenditure 
indispensable for that purpose, and may hire a coaster expressly for it if 
no better arrangement can be made. 

#10, While these arrangements are made on the Kroo Coast, the 
steamer is also to be available for the conveyance of any emigrants who 


‘may be procurable at Sierra Leone. 


- 11, The chief agent should spare no endeavour to secure, if possible, 
the presence of an interpreter in the steamer for each voyage. 

** 12. He will inspect personally every emigrant to ascertain that he 
goes out with his free consent, and has not been deceived, but really under- 
stands the nature of the countries to which he is going, and the contract 
he is about to enter into. 

- “ 13. He will see that each emigrant has such clothing or blankets as 
may be requisite for decency and for health during the voyage.”’ 

“The estimated annual expense of the Growler will we £14,217. 
She is reported to be 1059 tons’ burden, 280 horse power, and 
manned by eighty seamen. The extreme number of passengers she 
can carry during each voyage is estimated at316; and the number 
of voyages she is expected to make annually is six, The cost of 
rations for the emigrants will be about £1 per head, It is pro- 
posed that the commander of this steamer shall be allowed extra 
pay at the rate of 7s. per diem, and that the medical officers on 
board shall be granted, in addition to their ordinary pay, 2s. per 
head to the surgeon, and 1s. to the assistant-surgeon. 

‘The mode in which it is proposed the Government shall be re- 
imbursed for this outlay is as follows :— 


Ge 


* 





“ Lord Grey proposes to instruct the governors of British Guiana and 
Trinidad to assign, under the provisions of the immigrantion ordinances 
passed in those colonies, a bounty at the rate of £10 for cv. 4 passenger 
who shall be conveyed thither on board this vessel. 

‘* Lord Grey concurs, with the proprietors and merchants connected 
with the colonies of British Guiana and Trinidad, in attaching great 
importance to the trial of the experiment of employing a government 
steamer in this service, as proposed. If that experiment should be 
attended with sufficient succsss to warrant an extension of the period of 
one year for which the vessel is to be engaged, her Majesty’s Government 
would probably be reimbursed all or great part of the expenses attending 
it. In the meanwhile, however, it will be necessary that provision should 
be made for any deficiency of the funds derived from the proposed bounty ; 
and I am to request that you will convey to the Lords Commissioners of the 
Treasury Lord Grey’s recommendation, that authority should be commiu- 
nicated to the Board of Admiralty, to place on the naval estimates to be 
submitted to Parliament, a sum sufficient for all the expenses of the vessel, 
to be replaced by the colonial bounty as fast as received.’’ 


Such is the notable expedient of the West India body and the 
Government for supplying the British colonies with Africans. It 
will be the beginning of a modified slave-trade, to be followed 
by a modified system of slavery in the colonies to which they 
may be exported. But we reserve our remarks for another place. 





BRITISH EMANCIPATED COLONIES. 


We pursue our analysis of the papers recently laid before Parlia- 
ment relative to the laboring population of the British Colonies. 


BRITISH GUIANA, 
GENERAL CHARACTER AND CONDITION OF THE LABORERS. 


DemERARA. Jistrict A.—The stipendiary magistrate reports 
as follows:—“ It is to be lamented, that although a very percep- 
tible improvement has undoubtedly taken place among the black 
population, as relates to appearance, dress, and even manners, it has 
not yet led to any amelioration in their moral conduct or prin- 
ciples; crimes of magnitude nevertheless happily continue infre- 
quent (in this district at least) ; nor has a spirit of turbulence or a 
disposition of resistance to authority, except in a very few instances, 
been exhibited, for which the negroes deserve much praise.’ 
District B.—‘‘The reporter has much satisfaction in being able to 
state that the emancipated peasantry of this district, as a body, have 
very greatly improved since the dissolution of the apprenticeship ; 
and continue to improve in every respect, and particularly in their 
moral and religious habits, and in their solicitude for the preser- 
vation and education of their children.” District C.—The Magi- 
strates says:—‘‘I have nothing remarkable to notice under this 
head.” District D.— There is little doubt that the negro has 
improved in every respect since the absolute dissolution of slavery ; 


but a true comparison between the manners, habits, and tastes f 


the people of the present day, and those of the people of the appren 
ticeship, cannot be made by one whose advent to the colony was 
long subsequent to the dissolution of that term.” District E.— 
‘There has been a gradual improvement in the general character 
and condition of the peasantry since the dissolution of the appren- 
ticeship, and which still continues and is observable in their man- 
ners, habits and tastes.” 

Essequeso. District F.—The Magistrate reports that ‘A 
strong taste for expensive clothing still exists.” District G.— 
“Their manners and habits are much improved, their taste for 
dress is certainly not so great as formerly; they appear to me more 
economical and saving than they used to be; this no doubt arises 
from a desire fo purchase a quarter or half an acre of land.” Dis~ 
trict H.—‘‘ They still evince the same desire to become independent 
freeholders, and the first savings of a labourer are, I believe, in- 
variably appropriated to the purchase of a piece of land; the social 
importance which the possession of property every where confers is 
perfectly felt and appreciated among them, and the freeholder is 
accustomed to speak with conscious superiority of his position over 
that of the labourer who has no home of his own, but is attached to 
a plantation. As far as my observation has gone I have no hesi- 
tation in stating that I find the independent settlers among the 
most industrious and orderly of the labouring classes; and if it 
were possible. to establish a system of rent on the plantations in 
lieu of the present one, it would not only tend to encourage feelings 
of confidence and good-will between the employer and employed, 
but would, I am persuaded, increase the industry and improve the 
habits of the latter.” 

Brrsice. - District I.—The Magistrate reports as follows:— 
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‘*There is a progressive improvement going on since the dissolution 
of the apprenticeship in their manners; they are regular, for the 
most part, in attending Divine worship on the Sabbaths and holy- 
days; send their children to school, and in many respects are 
undergoing a gradual and beneficial change, as by degrees they 
advance in civilization ; their taste for dress, finery, and furniture 
in their cottages (by such as can afford it) are predominant, It 
is a pleasure to see them on the Sabbath days at church or the 
chapel; how clean and decent they appear; some even decked out 
with taste and elegance. During the days of the week they are 
less so, and some go very slovenly, and both sexes bare-footed.” 
District K.—‘‘The people, as a body, continue to progress in 
those acquirements so essential to a state of civilized society. 
They respect the laws and reverence religion. They are hard 
working and industrious, and they make good use of the funds 
supplied by their industry. The various duties ‘which they owe 
to their families and to the community, they perform credit- 
ably and advantageously. No longer sullen, suspicious, and in- 
subordinate, as in the days of slavery, when they considered every 
white man a tyrant, and every official a paid persecutor; they 
are now cheerful, relying, and obedient.’”’ District L.—‘The pro- 
gress of improvement though slow still continues.” District M.— 
“‘The peasantry are gradually more correctly appreciating their 
real station in society.’’ 


PEASANT FREEHOLDERS. 

The number of labourers possessed of freeholds, reported up to the 
31st December, 1845, was 7,624; and the number of persons living 
in villages built since emancipation, is stated to be 25,852. From 
the following extracts, taken from the Magistrates reports, it will 
be seen that the emancipated slaves are still anxious to settle them- 
selves on their own plots of land. Demerara.—‘‘The condition of 
the peasantry resident on estates continues favourable, they are 
nevertheless establishing themselves as freeholders when opportu- 
nities offer; but a considerable proportion of their work is on the 
neighbouring estates.””—‘‘ A great part of the labourers in this dis- 
trict are proprietors of plots of land, and reside upon their own 
freeholds, although they work during the day upon the neighbour- 
ing estates.’”’—‘‘The buildings and population in the village of 
Albert Town continue on the increase, and most of the labour on 
the contiguous estates is procured from that quarter.””—‘‘To esta- 
blish themselves as freeholders seems to be the object of all, though 
their progress is not so rapid as formerly.”-—‘‘ Many of the la- 
bourers have established themselves as petty freeholders, but land 
for this purpose is less in demand than it was immediately after the 
dissolution of the apprenticeship.” Esseqguebo.—‘‘Hamlets and 
villages are springing up in many parts of this district with sur- 
prising rapidity. The estates which are on the sites of these villages 
are thereby much benefitted in an increased supply of labour.”— 

‘“‘T know’of no tenancy in this district, but freeholders, and lease- 
holders are very numerous, and daily increasing ; those villages 
that have been established are in a flourishing state, and those 
persons residing on them labour on the contiguous estates, con- 
sequently the staple produce of the colony is thereby augmented, 
as they work more continuously than the labourers residing on the 
different estates.”” -Berbice.—‘‘ Most of the labourers purchase 
their own land so soon as they can produce the means. They erect 
their own cottages, and many of these combined have sprung 
into hamlets and villages. These furnish the planters with more 
steady labourers than heretofore.”” ‘‘ The desire among the 
labourers to become freeholders continues; a large number have 
already accomplished their wishes. Flourishing hamlets and 
villages are rising in every part of my district. In its political 
ecnsequences, the acquirement of freeholds by the labourers is a 
step second in importance only to that of the emancipation. 
Formerly, this country had but two classes—namely, the large 
landed proprietors, and the shackled labourers. We have now a 
third or middle class springing up; a class which will, in time, 
become a substantial yeomanry, and the stability of the country. 
It is said by some interested or misinformed persons, that these 
villages are inhabited by the idle and profligate. I have daily 
experience on my side, which enables me to deny the assertion 
emphatically. There is no idleness in these settlements ; from the 
young to the aged, all are usefully occupied in one way or other. 
The idle and lazy are to be found in the negro yards of the 
cultivated plantations, men who have not energy enough to earn 
money to purchase freeholds for themselves, and who retain a 
precarious shelter by working a few days only in each month ; 


tet 
. 





but the freeholders belong to the most industrious classes, and- by 


their industry alone they have acquired their present independence. 


A man may be industrious in many ways without working in the 


cane-field ; and I cannot call that man an idle or a profligate one, 


who obtains his living by any honest employment. Cultivated 


estates do not suffer from the establishment of these villages as was 


anticipated ; in every instance falling within my knowledge, their 
proximity to plantations under cultivation has been found advan- 
tageous.” ‘‘ The great majority of the married labourers are now 
proprietors of their own cottages, and of small, some large, pieces 
of land ; many of them congregate into villages, Nearly all these 


small proprietors labour on some estates, either near to them, or at 
a greater distance. Only the old and infirm now remain in their 


houses.”’ 
EDUCATION AND RELIGION. 


The number of children reported to attend day-schools is 7,176 ; | 


Sunday-schools, 6,908. Attendants at the Episcopal Churches, 
11,180; at other places of worship, 23,476. It is probable, that 
both as it respects attendance at schools and chapels, the numbers 


here given is much below the mark, for we learn that four mission-. 


aries, having large congregations, refused for some reason to give 


information to the district magistrates. In reference to school. 


attendance, we learn that ‘‘the number of scholars is always 
increasing, from the anxiety of their parents to have their children 
instructed ;” and it is added, ‘the attendance at Sunday-schools 


is on the increase.” In connexion with these points, we may- 


mention that the benefits resulting from Friendly Societies and 

Savings’ Banks are beginning to be felt. The number of persons. 

connected with the former is 2,005; and contributors to the latter, 
1,391. ; ; 

CRIME. 

The reports on this important subject are extremely satis- 


factory. The magistrates say, “Criminal offences of a serious 


nature are greatly on the decrease.” The number of persons 
convicted of felonies during the half-year ending 31st De- 
cember, 1845, was 19; of assaults, 385; of thefts, 303;° of 
other offences, 446. These statistics embrace the immigrants, 
about 22,000 to 24,000 of whom had been introduced into the 
colony since 1884. In reference to the use of intoxicating drinks, 
we are pleased to observe an improvement in the habits of the 


people. On this point we have the following report :—‘* Drunken-’ 


ness among the population generally is on the decrease, although 


in the parish of St. Luke it prevails to the same extent as formerly, 
and in the parish of St. Paul it is reported to be on the increase, 


The number of spirit licenses is the same, except on the east bank 


of the river Berbice, where there has been a decrease in the number: 


issued. Drunkenness among the Coolies is on the decrease, but 
continues very great among the newly arrived Africans. It is 
contrary to law to issue spirits, either gratuitously, or in payment 
of labour.” 

WAGES AND LABOUR. 


The number of labourers returned as working for hire in British 


Guiana, for the half-year ending 31st December, 1845, was 
28,271; but whether it refers to those exclusively employed in 
agriculture or not, the report does not specify. Supposing, how- 


ever, that this number relates solely to those employed on estates, 


it is clear that there yet must actually be in the colony a large 


amount of labour unemployed in sugar and coffee cultivation, 


And it is equally clear to us that, such being the case, there is no 


need whatever of immigrants. How much better would it be to 


call into activity the labour which already exists in the colony, 
than to go to Africa and Asia for supplies, at an enormous cost; 


and to find, after all, that this foreign labour is not only transitory. 
in its character, but that it actually displaces the better labour of. 
the native population. The working of the scheme of immigration: 


appears to be as follows :—The West India body residing in this 
country move the Colonial Office, the Colonial Office moves the. 
governors of the colonies, the governors move the inferior func-: 
tionaries, and a case is made out for “‘the Blue Books,” to be 
laid, in case of need, before Parliament. We have had ample 
experience of this. With these remarks we proceed to give 
extracts from the reports on the subject of wages and labour. § © 

Demerara, Essequebo, and Berbice.—Pianters still complain 
of want of labourers, but look forward to the arrival of Coolies as 
a remedy for the evil. Wages continue at the rate of from Is. 8d. 
to 2s, 1d., for seven and a half hours’ tasks.” “The supply of 
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labour continues short of the demand ; the rate of wages payable 
to labourers living on estates being from 1s. 4d. to 2s. 1d. sterling ; 
labourers not living on estates, 4d. sterling per task more.” 
‘Complaints against the supply of labour would not be so common 
were it regular and constant. A labourer can, in four or four 
hours and a half, perform a task which will entitle him to one 
guilder, or 1s. 4d. sterling.” ‘‘ The supply of labour continues far 
inferior to the demand.” ‘‘ Wages from 1s. 64d. to 2s. per task, 
sterling ; and it often happens that a labourer performs two tasks 
in the day, when cutting canes.” ‘The present supply of labour 
is not adequate to the former extent of cultivation, which it affects 
mach, Thousands of labourers might find ready employment on the 
sugar properties. The wagesare high ; 1 lorin, or 34 cents, (1s. 4d. 
sterling) is paid for a task of seven hours and a half labour, which 
is mostly performed: in four hours assiduous occupation.” ‘ The 
rate of wages on estates is 16d. or 20d. per day’s work ; but it 
must be observed that the day’s work is estimated by the task, and 
that a good labourer can, and frequently does, perform two of 
these tasks in a day without distressing himself.”” The circuit 
stipendiary magistrate remarks :—‘‘ The task for which five or six 
bitts, or 1s, 8d. to 2s, 1d., are usually paid, can be performed in 
five or six hours.” 

- Such are the statements given by the stipendiary magistrates on 
the supply of labour, and the rate of wages. On the other hand, 
we might quote the opinion of disinterested people who live in the 
rural districts, and are much among the people, who deny that 
there is any real want of labour, and who insist that what is 
wanted is capital, improved modes of cultivation, agricultural 
implements, economy in management, regularity in the payment 


_of wages, and a resident proprietary. In relation to wages, the 


orditiary rate is 1s. 4d. per diem, or per task of seven and a half 
hours. This does not include the time occupied in going to, and 
returning from, the sphere of labour. Some of the estates extend 
from two to four miles in depth. It is true that a first-class 
labourer may perform—when the exigency of the case requires 
it, say, during crop—two of these tasks, but the ordinary class of 
labourers cannot do it. Besides which, a great deal depends upon 
the nature of the work, whether it be planting the cane, weeding 
and hoeing, trenching, or cutting canes. But considering the 
price of imported provisions, clothing, and other articles which 
enter into every-day use, the rate of wages is moderate, and would 
be inadequate if the labourers wholly depended upon them. Had 
they not provision grounds, or plots of land of their own, they 
would find it difficult to live upon the wages offered. Time, 
however, will develop the ruinous policy of the immigration 
system. We conclude with stating, that notwithstanding all the 
efforts of the immigration agent in British Guiana, to distribute 
the 6,000 Coolies expected there this season, he has not obtained 
leottions for more than 2,500; a clear proof that the ability to 
employ these strangers has been greatly exaggerated. 

We are extremely pleased to find that some planters, resident in 
British Guiana, are sufficiently enlightened to perceive that their 
interests are really identified with those of the labourers. The fol- 
lowing extract will show how they are blended :— 


_ ‘As noticed under the following head, a healthy feeling of confidence 
on the part of the peasantry towards the proprietors seems to be springing 
into action. Of the many proofs of this which exist, none is more strik- 
ing or interesting to contemplate than the farming system on sugar estates. 
This system was established on plantation Schoonoord, in this district, in 
August, 1843, and has been conducted with great success; indeed, a pecu- 
liarly delightful and interesting feature it presents above all other systems 
is, that at the making up of returns and accounts, both landlord and 
tenant congratulate themselves on the advantages which have accrued to 
them respectively from the compact. The utmost confidence is reposed in 
the landlord by the tenants, and happily as yet it has not been abused. 
The system is as yet but in its infancy, but it appears to be so adapted as 
well to raise the labourer in the scale of being as to increase the prosperity 
of the colony, that it ought to receive the countenance, encouragement, 
and support of every individual whose influence can be brought to bear 
upon it. At Schoonoord, under the management of the part proprietor, 
Mr. Beete, new contracts have been lately entered into, and there are 
now about 180 acres leased out among from twelve to fourteen farmers. 
A beginning has been made on plantation Vreedenhoop, also in this 
district.’’ 

The following is another case not less interesting, The profits 
accruing to the estate in this instance, must have been much greater 
than could have been obtained under the ordinary system of ma- 


nagement;— 





‘‘The most remarkable circumstance connected with the labour on 
estates in this district is the introduction of the metayer system. To 
make this matter distinctly understood to its fullest extent, a description 
of one particular case will be necessary. A labourer on plantation En- 
terprise, named Pitt Johnstone, obtained from the manager an eight acre 
field, in an ordinary state of cultivation, and of average quality and soil. 
This he carefully and sedulously worked himself, amd by the aid of other 
labourers, procured from another part of the country, (thus not depriving 
the estate of any of its labourers). The terms on which he obtained the 
land were as follows: he was to till and reap the canes, furnishing all 
means to do so. The estate engaged to allow the use of punts, mules, 
&c., to convey to the boiling-house the cut canes; furnished all labour‘ 
fuel, &c., for manufacturing the produce, and received the rum and mo- 
lasses, and one half the sugar; the other half became the property of the 
labourer. The result of this case was as follows :—the eight acres yielded 
180 cwt. (Dutch) of sugar, the sale of one-half of which gave nett return 
to Pitt Johnstone, of 1,000 guilders, after charging liberally for his own, 
and other labour bestowed upon the cultivation of the canes, an accurate 
account of which had been kept by himself. I may further remark, that 
during the time the sugar was being manufactured, the buildings, and 
labourers employed therein, were placed under the entire management and 
control of Johnstone, thus avoiding the most remote suspicion of any 
unfair division of the produce on the part of the estate. Other cases of 
these experiments of the metayer system are in progress in this district, 
which I shall narrowly watch, and shall not fail duly to report the results. 
I trust the conclusion I have arrived at on this subject will be deemed 
satisfactory ; namely, that the interests of both labourers and proprietors 
are mutually best. served, and the objects of the Government best worked 
out, by an encouragement on my part, as far as persuasion and advice can 
go, of an extension of this metayer system.’’ 

. By the extension of this system a useful and industrious body of 
farmers may be raised up; but we are sorry to perceive that, like 
every other innovation on the old practices of slavery, it is generally 
decried and opposed in British Guiana. 





THE PROGRESS OF THE ABOLITION CAUSE IN 
FRANCE, 

Among the incidents which mark the progress of the Anti-slavery 
cause in France, may be mentioned the fact, that petitions, from 
various parts of the country, have been presented to the Chambers 
for the immediate and total abolition of Slavery. The number of 
signatures already reported amount to 8,000, above 800 of which 
are those of Roman Catholic priests and Protestant pastors. We 
may add also that three of the Councils-general, including that of 
the Seine, have also expressed their wish, that the system of Slavery 
should be forthwith abandoned. Under the new impulse given to 
the public mind, there has also been formed at Lyons an Anti- 
slavery Society, which, in common with those already existing, 
will direct its energies to the complete abolition of Slavery. 

It was fitting that the abolitionists of France, who feel the question 
with which they have to deal is one of principle, rather than of 
expediency, should have an organ, through which they can speak 
to the mind and the heart of France. We have the gratification of 
being able to state, that they have started a new periodical, entitled, 
the Revue Abolitioniste, the first number of which has reached us. 
It is thoroughly right in principle, though’ written with great mode- 
ration; and, we have no doubt, as'it feels its way to public confi- 
daeee, its tone will be more firm, and its attack on the monster- 
evil more and more spirited. We most earnestly wish it success, 
and trust that it will have a wide circulation. 

From the introduction of this periodical we make the following 
extracts :— 

‘¢ Amongst the objects which the éditors of this publication, as citizens 
and Christians, propose to themselves, the principal, is the immediate‘and 
complete abolition of slavery. 

‘* In the present state of things France cannot, without being wanting 
in all her duties as a great and civilised country, maintain in her colonies a 
state of society, which is merely provisional, and which it is necessary, 
both for the general interests of humanity, and for the maintenance of 
its honour, should no longer be permitted to continue. 

‘* To hasten the advent of a better state of things in the colonies is the 
chief design of the Revue Abolitioniste. 

‘* Its conductors seek to bring into one point of view, the various docu- 
ments that can throw light on the subjects of slavery and abolition, in 
order that they may accelerate its peaceful and legal abolition. They wish 
to open the eyes of their countrymen to the social condition, the manners 
and progress, as well.as to the material and moral wants of the French 
colonies. They desire to show that all colonization founded on the selfish 
interests of any body of men, is imperfect and anti-christian; to reply by 
the production of facts, to the erroneous opinions which have been pro 
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mulgated relative to emancipation in the British colonies ; and, if possible, 
to win the concurrence of the planters themselves to a measure which has 
now become inevitable, and by which they will either gain or lose according 
to the spirit in which they receive and aid it. 

‘* We beseech the honest and generous to assist us, and especially we 
implore the planters to open their hearts to the feelings of charity. We ask 


- them to consider the event which is approaching them with wise and consi- 


derate minds, for we feel certain, that emancipation will be accomplished 
either with or without them. If there are any among them, young or 
old, whose heart throbs with humanity, and whose thoughts are lofty 
enough to wish, and endeavour to do good, and we hope there are such, 
let them join themselves to us, and demand the absolute and immediate 
abolition of slavery ; and propose such measures as shall be most advan- 
tageous to themselves, and, at the same time, the best, the most complete, 
and the most moral, for the slave. This will be the guarantee of colonial 
regeneration.” 

The table of contents of the first number is as follows :—Chris- 
tianity and Slavery—Petition in favour of the abolition of Slavery 
—Opinion of the Councils-general of the Seine—Dréme, and 
l’Allier against Slavery—Petition of the Ladies of Paris in favour 
of the Abolition of Slavery—Colonial Intelligence. 





SUPPRESSION OF THE SLAVE TRADE, 


The following memorial was transmitted last week to Lord John 
Russell, and his lordship has acknowledged the receipt thereof: 


“To the Right Honourable the Lord John Russell, First Lord of 
the Treasury, §c., and the other Members of her Majesty’s 
Government, this Memorialis addressed on behalf of the Com- 
mittee and Members of the Liverpool Peace Society. 


“Your memorialists beg, in the first place, respectfully to state 
their conviction that the attempt to put an end to the African Slave 
Trade by the employment of armed cruisers, occasioning, as it un- 
doubtedly does, a frightful loss of life and a terrible aggravation 
of suffering, cannot be sanctioned nor justified by the Christian 
religion. 

“Secondly, your memorialists feel a no less strong conviction, 
confirmed, as it has been, by the experience of now many years, 
that the attempt has signally and altogether failed in the attain- 
ment of its object. The mass of evidence by which your memo- 
rialists could substantiate this assertion would fill many volumes, 
but the facts have been brought under the notice of her Majesty’s 
Ministers by the reports of the Mixed Commission, and by the 
various representations which have, from time to time, been made 
by your memorialists and others; and your memorialists will, there- 
fore, only now advert to a recently received account of the capture 
by H. M. brig Cygnet, of the Brazilian brigantine Paqueta de Rio, 
which was carried to Sierra Leone, having on board at the time 
of capture 556 slaves, of whom nine died upon the passage; that 
is, in the course of three days. The writer states, that he had fre- 
quently been on board of full slavers, but that he had never seen 
one where human beings were stowed, in the smallest imaginable 
space, as in that instance: 547 Negroes, besides the crew, twenty- 
eight in number, in a vessel of about 90 tons! The slaves were 
stowed together perfectly naked, having nothing but the surfaces 
of the water casks, made level by filling in billets of wood, for the 
slave deck; and those which weré confined in the hold, it being 
impossible for the whole to be upon deck at one time, were in a 
profuse perspiration, and panting, like so many hounds, for air 
and water. The greater part of the slaves were chained together 
with pieces of chain passed through iron collars round their necks, 
and iron shackles were secured round their legs and arms. These 
slaves were embarked at Gallinas, and the vessel was under weigh 
in five hours, Had there been the slightest breeze she would have 
escaped. Presuming the deaths to have been one-third of the 
whole (which is stated to be less than an average), the captain, 
who was to have had sixty dollars per head for freight, would have 
realized a clear profit of £4,000 for a passage of twenty to twenty- 
six days; while the profit on the cargo to the notorious Don Luizo, 
upon the two-thirds of the wretched creatures who survived the 
passage, would have been upwards of £11,000. 

“Your memorialists, in the language of the above-cited letter, 
would respectfully urge upon the consideration of her Majesty’s 
Ministers, that, ‘so long as these enormous gains are made, at 
comparatively little risk, it is a perfect farce to try to put down the 
slave-trade with the present naval force on the coasts. Nearly 
forty slavers have been captured and sent to St. Helena, during 





the last few months, notwithstanding the annual expenditure of 
£600,000 for the extinction of the slave-trade.’ The writer sugge 
that the only plan likely to succeed is, for the British Government 
to extend its settlements, and to purchase the whole line of coast at 
present occupied by native chiefs, the haunts of slave-trade, from 
the Gambier to Benguila, which might be done at a trifling sum, 
not more than £5,000, establish factories, employ colonial agents, 
and give encouragement to British enterprise. British capital 
would soon find its way through the legitimate channels of com- 
merce ; and England would then prevent the collection of slaves ! 
If the British Government would turn its attention to the means 
which I have pointed out, the slave-trade would be abolished in a 
short time, and a saving of £500,000 be effected, besides the saving 
of hundreds of valuable lives which are now sacrificed annually in 
the (vain) attempt to suppress, § this traffic.” 

Signed, on behalf of the Committee and. Members of the 
Liverpool Peace Society, by 


RICHARD RATHBONE, President, 
ISAAC B. COOKE, Secretary. 
Liverpool, March 22, 1847. 





LAW OF AMERICAN SLAVERY. 


We continue our Illustrations of the law of American slavery, 
by noticing the 
RIGHT OF MARRIAGE. 
The following is, unquestionably, law and fact throughout the 
slave states :— 


‘* A slave has never maintained an action against the violator of his 
bed. A slave is not admonished for incontinence, or punished for 
fornication or adultery; never prosecuted for bigamy, or petty treason, 
for killing a husband being a slave, any more than admitted to an appeal 
for murder. Opinion of Daniel Delany, Esq., amelie of 
Maryland.’’—1, Maryland Reports, 561, 563. 

‘ RIGHT OF PROPERTY. 

‘« Tt shall not be lawful for any slave to buy, sell, trade, &c., for any 
goods, &c., without a licence from the owner, &c., nor shall any slave 
be permitted to keep any boat, periaguer, or canoe, or raise and breed 
for the benefit of such slave, any horses, mares, cattle, sheep, or hogs. 
And it shall be lawful for any person whatsoever, to seize and take away 
from any slave, all such goods, &c., boats, &c., &c., and to deliver the 
same into the hands of any justice of the peace, nearest to the place where 
the seizure shall be made, and such justice shall take the oath of the 
person making such seizure, concerning the manner thereof; and if the 
said justice shall be satisfied that such seizure has been made, aceording 
to law, he shall pronounce and declare the goods so seized, to be forfeited, 
and order the same to be sold at public outcry, one half of the moneys 
arising from such sale to go to the state, and the other half to him’or 
them that sue for the same.’’—James’ Digest, 385-6. Act of South 
Carolina. 

In Georgia, to prevent the master from permitting the slave to 
hire himself for his own benefit, there is a penalty of thirty dollars 
“ for every weekly offence, on the part of the master, unless the 
labour be done on his own premises.””—Prince’s Digest, 457. 

In Kentucky, Mississippi, Tennessee, Virginia, and Missouri, 
there are similar laws. 

As early as the year 1799, North Carolina interposed as follows: 

‘¢ All horses, cattle, hogs, or sheep, that one month after the passing of 
this Act, shall belong to any slave, or be of any slave’s mark, in this 
state, shall be seized and sold by the county wardens, and by them 
applied, the one half to the support of the poor of the county, and the 
other half to the informer.’’— Haywood's Manuel, 526. 

In Mississippi, the master incurs a fine of fifty dollars by per- 
mitting the slave to cultivate cotton for his own use.—Rev. Code, 
379 ; also fifty dollars for permitting the slave to go at large and 
trade as a freeman.—Rev. Code, 374. 


The civil Code of Louisiana lays down the following principle :— 

‘« All that a slave possesses belongs to hig master, he possesses nothing 
of his own, except his peculium, that is to say, the sum of money or 
moveable estate which his master chooses he should possess.—Art. 175, 
and see 1 Martin’s Digest, 616. 

Slaves are incapable of inheriting or transmitting property.”— 
Civil. Code, Art, 945 
COLOURED PERSONS CANNOT BE WITNESSES AGAINST A WHITE. 

CRIMINAL. 

In Virginia, and some other of the slave states, and in one of the 

Sree, there is the following law :-— _ i 
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“* Any Negro or Mulatto, bond or free, shall be a good witness in 
’ pleas of the commonwealth for or against Negroes or Mulattoes, bond or 
free, or in civil pleas where free Negroes or Mulattoes shall alone be 
* parties, and in no other cases whatsoever.’’—1 R. V. C. 422. 
Similar in Missouri, 2.—Missouri Laws, 600.—In Mississippi, 
‘ Rev. Code. 372.—In Kentucky, 2 Litt. and Swi. 1150.—In 
‘ Alabama, Toulmin’s Digest, 627.—In Maryland, Maryland Laws, 
Act of 1717, ch. 13, § 2 and 8, and an Act of 1751, ch. 14, § 4.— 
“In North Carolina and Tennessee, Act 1777, ch. 2, § 42.—And in 
Ohio, Act of Assembly of January 25th, 1807. 


RESTRAINTS UPON EMANCIPATION. 
In South Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama, emancipation can 
‘ take place only by special act of thg legislature. 
_ In North Carolina no Negro or Mulatto slave can be set free, 
* except for meritorious services, to be adjudged of and allowed by 
the County Court.” 
In Tennessee the court is authorized to emancipate upon petition, 
if the measures set forth in the petition are in the opinion of the 
court, ‘ consistent with the interest and policy of the state.” 


In Mississippi the legislature only can emancipate by special act, 
and that only upon proof of meritorious services, &c. 


©."In Kentucky, Missouri, Virginia, and Maryland, emancipation 
may be effected by deeds registered in court, saving the “rights of 
creditors,’ and giving bonds for maintenance, if required by the 
court. 

In Virginia, however, if the emancipated be over twenty-one, 
he must leave the state before the expiration of twelve months, or 
be reduced into slavery. 

In Louisiana emancipation is regulated as follows :— 

“The master who wishes to emancipate his slave, is bound to make a 
declaration of his intention to the judge of the parish where he resides ; 
the judge must order notice of it to be published during forty days by 


_ advertisement posted at the door of the court-house, and if, at the 


expiration of this delay, no opposition be made, he shall authorize the 


_ master to pass the act of emancipation.’’—Art. 187. 


The general powers then conferred, are subject, nevertheless, to 


- these limitations :— 


‘‘ No one can emancipate his slave unless the slave has attained the 


age of thirty years, and has behaved well at least for four years previous 


to emancipation,—Art. 185; except ‘a slave who has saved the life of 


__ his master, his master’s wife, or one of his children,’ for such a one may 


be emancipated at any age.’’— Art. 186. 
Slaves emancipated otherwise than by these formalities are 


* liable to be reduced to slavery, and in probably all the states, 
-» ‘except North.Carolina, they are liable to be sold for the debts of 


the emancipators contracted before the emancipation. 
The State of Georgia has the following barbarous enactments :-— 


‘‘ If any person or persons shall, after the passing of this Act (1801) 
set free any slave or slaves, in any other manner and form than the one 
prescribed herein (i.e. by special legislative act), he shall forfeit for 


‘* every such offence two hundred dollars, to be recovered by action of 


debt, or indictment, the one half to be applied to the use of the county in 


: which the offence may have been committed, the other half to the use of 
* the informer, and the said slave or slaves so manumitted and set free, 
; shall be still, to all intents and purposes, as much in a state of slavery 
_ as before they were manumitted and set free by the party ‘or parties so 


offending.’’— Prince's Digest, 457. 





UNITED STATES.—SLAVES SHOULD HAVE THE BIBLE. 


‘« The accompanying circular,” says our correspondent Joshua 
Leavitt, of Boston, U. S.,- “will inform you of a new scheme of 
operations lately commenced in this country. I am convinced that 
we must multiply the influences against slavery, and especially 
that we must contrive to unite a larger number of the religious 
portions of the community in doing something in which they can 
unite, for making a demonstration of the actual increase of anti- 


. slavery feeling among us. The present is a propitious moment for 


a movement of this kind; and, if we only had the means of 
employing a few good agents to give it a start, we think it would 


* do much to concentrate public attention to this mighty evil, There 


never was so much feeling on the subject of slavery in this com- 
munity as at present. The political movements, of course, are 
uncertain, because sadly mingled with personal and party feelings 





and machinations. But still, the fact that our most determined 
politicians, of all parties, at the North, are compelled to talk and 
vote against slavery, is a decisive proof of the progress of public 
opinion, and full of hope as to our final success. 

“I wish some influence could be exerted, through an appropriate 
channel, to put the friends of the Bible, and especially the 
Directors of the British and Foreign Bible Society, a little on their 
guard with respect to any entangling alliance with the American 
Bible Society, which may embarrass the movement for supplying 
our own stores with Bibles.” 

At a convention of ministers and church members, held in Boston on 
Thursday, the 21st of January, 1847, to consider what more we ought to 
do in behalf of the slaves of our country, the members present were 
impressed with the duty resting upon us, and not yet even undertaken, of 
giving to our enslaved fellow-countrymen the Bible, and other blessings of 
the Gospel, on the same principles that guide us in giving ‘them to the 
benighted of other nations; and of meeting and removing the obstacles 
thereto in a similar manner. 

The undersigned, representing several denominations of Christians, 
were appointed a committee, to take suitable measures for laying this 
subject before the churches, and endeavouring to bring them to some 
united efforts in this behalf. In looking at the work before us, we have 
concluded that it is not advisable for us to attempt the formation of any 
new society, but that the object we have in view can be best attained 
through the Bible and Missionary Societies already in existence. And we 
propose to obtain their co-operation chiefly by procuring memorials to 
their Directors, and specific contributions to their treasuries, from the 
friends and supporters of those societies, devoted exclusively to the object 
of giving the Bible and other means of Gospel instruction to the slaves, 
on the same principles as to other classes of people. 

Do we tell you something new, brethren, when we tell you that in the 
distribution of Bibles in this land of light and liberty, three millions of 
the people, one-sixth of the whole inhabitants of the country, are ~ 
systematically and intentionally passed by and left without the power to 
search the Scriptures, or to read the words of the Saviour ? 

That this is all wrong, we will not insult you by arguing. Every 
Christian heart spontaneously feels that here is a great wrong done, a great 
duty left unperformed. It is so, because the ministers and church- 
members of one-half of the States of this Union are overawed by the 
power of slavery, and dare not attempt to perform this plain duty, except 
in a few isolated instances and by stealth. 

What we propose is, that members of congregations, or others, who 
may be awakened to this duty, should send respectful memorials to the 


‘managers of the American Bible Society, or the American and Foreign 


Bible Society, or such other Bible Society as they prefer, asking them to 
enter upon the work of giving the Bible to the slaves, on the same princi- 
ples as to others. 

We believe there are portions of the slave country, even now, where 
the agents of the Bible Society might openly give Bibles to the slaves. 
We believe there are, in many parts, numbers of God-fearing men and 
women, who would give Bibles to the slaves, if they knew they were 
sustained by the prayers of the Christian community, and the counte- 
nance of the Bible Societies. 

There are many and most urgent reasons why no time should be lost in 
commencing and completing this work. Here are three millions of people 
at our door, utterly and systematically deprived of the means of intellec- 
tual improvement, and cut off from the sources of intellectual enjoy- 
ment. The Bible, which we propose to give to them, is the best supply 
of both. Give them the Bible, which thousands of slaves already know 
enough to read, and millions of others will soon learn, if we give them 
the book. The Bible is the best book for adults to learn to read. We 
boast of living in a Protestant country, and that ‘‘ the Bible is the religion 
of Protestants,’’ and yet virtually consent to the withholding of the Bible 
from three millions of our own Protestant population. 

If slavery cannot endure the circulation of the Scriptures, then slavery 
ought to withdraw from the field, lest haply it find it hard to fight against 
God. If the free circulation of the Scriptures should prove the means 
which God will bless for emancipating the slaves, can we expect emanci- 
pation to be effected in any safer, easier, or more salutary way, than 
through the instrumentality of the Bible? That three millions of Bible 
readers will continue to be held as slaves, is contrary to all the lessons of 
history. Whatever efficacy other means may have, in helping or hinder- 
ing emancipation, it must surely come when we shall have given the slaves 
the Bible. 

We might enlarge on the benefits to be hoped for ourselves and to the 
cause of religion among us. Here is something that we can do for the 
slaves ; something on which we can all unite, without a compromise of our 
principles, however diverse may be our views, whether of religious doctrine 
or in points concerning slavery itself~ for we all agree that the slaves 
ought to have Bibles, and that we ought to give them. 

We spread the case before the benevolent, with the assurance that all 
moneys contributed shall be faithfully employed in promoting the object ; 
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and that the more we are enabled to do, the sooner can the Christian 
public be awakened, informed, and united in accomplishing our object. 

Funds for this purpose may be sent to Timotrny Griasar, 406, 
Hepes street, Boston. 

Timotny GiLBert, 
Josern C. Lovegsor, 
WiLLarp SEarRs, 
WiiiaM BLAKEMORE, 
Joun Gove. 





Boston, January 23, 1847. 





ILLUSTRATIONS OF AMERICAN SLAVERY. | 
A SLAVEHOLDER DISCIPLINED. 

A few days ago, in the town of , State of Tenessee, I 
witnessed a trial before the session of the Presbyterian Church in 
that place, of a Mr. B., a member of that body, on a charge of 
oppressing and cruelly treating his slaves. The charges had been 
taken up on the ground of “ public fame,’’ and a member of the 
session had been appointed to conduct the prosecution. 

The specifications were ‘‘ overworking them; withholding from 
them suitable clothing, and necessary and useful food ; loading one 
of them with chains, and compelling him while thus chained to 
perform his usual labour; chaining him because he had fled for 
fear of cruel punishment; causing this servant to pass and repass 
the public road and streets of the town with a heavy log-chain 
fastened to his neck and ancle, in contempt of sensibilities, 
sympathies, and sentiments of Christians and the public generally ; 
and so far from protecting another servant from torture inflicted 
to obtain confession of guilt, assisting in thus torturing his 
servant.” 

When I heard these specifications, I thought with myself, 
here is another case for the Abolitionists to trumpet over the land 
to the shame of all the South. I listened of course with close 
attention to the witnesses; and the utmost that could be proved 
were the following facts:—The several specifications under the 
charge were matter of public rumour—the subject of free con- 
versation at every corner of the streets, and those whom rumour 
had pointed out as knowing the facts were summoned as wit- 
nesses. The testimony was to the effect—that the whole family 
of Negroes is unusually indolent and undutiful--that rigid 
discipline was necessary—that the hours of labour were not longer 
than are usually demanded, or the amount of work required 
excessive, when compared with other slaveholders. Nevertheless, 
they had been known to haul water between the hours of nine and 
eleven at night, but whether by the order of Mr. B., or of their 
own choice, after an early nap, is not known—that a slave had 
been chastised for putting a stone into his cotton, to bring it up 
to the required weight, and having fled in consequence, was 
brought back, and compelled to work with a chain about his 
neck and ancle, That several persons of respectability had 
requested a particular friend of Mr. B. to inform him that the 
fastening of the chain to his servant was an intolerable offence 
against the feelings of the community ; and to request him to 
remove it. That his request was complied with,—that Mr. B.’s 
Negroes were frequently seen labouring in the rain; but he had 
erected a shelter for them. ‘That the first winter after Mr. B. 
removed from South Alabama to this State, the winter clothing of 
his servants was not such as to make them comfortable ; but since 
that time most of the witnesses believe the clothing has been good, 
except that the servants are still without stockings or socks ; and 
some of them have been seen without shoes after the season of frost, 
in the early part of the winter. Two witnesses were of opinion that 
the winter clothing was of cotton, and too short for comfort. It 
appeared that these Negroes are unusually dirty, and that it is 
almost impossible to keep such indolent Negroes clean, or to make 
them look well clad or comfortable. Nothing is known about the 
quantity or the quality of food allowed by Mr. B. to his slaves, 
except that they appear strong, and healthy, which is incompatible 
with the supposition that they do not fare well in regard to food: 

The session having heard the testimonies and the parties in the 
case, came unanimously to the following judgment :— 

‘‘That although the servants of Mr. B. are so vicious as to 
require rigid treatment, such as would be highly criminal and 
inexcusable in other circumstances; yet Mr. B. has not at all 
times been sufficiently guarded in his conduct as a Christian 
master ; and that he be admonished by the Moderator to be more 
watchful in future over the wants of his servants, and especially in 
regard to their clothing.” : ‘ 








The Moderator proceeded to state more fully the views of the — 


session, and to admonish Mr. B. in a most solemn and affectionate 
manner, sustaining himself at every step by some pointed declara- 
tion of the word of God. At*the close of this admonition, Mr. B., 
deeply affected, submitted himself in the most humble and child- 


like spirit to the decision and admonition of his brethren, and was ° 


affectionately received by all. 





CHURCH ACTION ON SLAVERY. 

The following preamble and resolutions were passed by the 
session of the first Presbyterian Church in Dryden, New York, 
Dec. 31, 1846 :— 

Whereas, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, at 
their late meeting in Philadelphia, did affirm ‘that they had no 
legislative authority, nor judiciary power, but they must leave it 
with the sessions,” &c. ; ‘the judicatures, to whom pertains the 
right of judgment to act in the administration of discipline of 
Christ’s house, as they may feel it to be their duty, guided by the 
word of God and our constitutional standards.” And, whereas 
the said Assembly have declared, “That the system of slavery, as 
itexists in the United States, viewed either in the statute books of 
the several States which sanction it, or in its actual operation and 
results in society, is intrinsically an oppressive and unrighteous 
system, opposed to the prescriptions of the law of God, to the spirit 
and precepts of the gospel, and the best interests of humanity.” 
Therefore, 

1. Resolved—That we regard American slavery a heinous sin against 
God, and a most flagrant wrong upon man, and that it ought to be imme- 
diately abandoned. 

2. Resolved—That slavery has. been growing more and more atrocious 
and wicked by the lapse of time, and incurring more and more the 
abhorrence of God and the followers of the Redeemer, as it has been inter- 
woven with the affairs of State,so as to become a regular system of 
organized oppression and wrong, and as it has been permitted to lift up its 
obtruding front in the bosom of the professed Church of Christ. 

3. Resolved—That to maintain a character becoming a Church of 
Jesus Christ, and to exert a holy influence as individuals in the Church, 
we must not fellowship sin or sinners; and therefore slave-holding, or 
justifying slavery, shall be regarded by this Church as a disciplinary 
offence, and we will not receive to our pulpit or communion those who 
hold slaves or apologize for slave-holders. 

4. Resolved—That a copy of the above preamble and resolutions, 
signed by the moderator and clerk, be forwarded to the New York 
Evangelist and Religious Recorder for publication. 

B. Stmonps, Moderator. 


Dryden, Dec. 31, 1846. E. P. Heary, Clerk. 





ABOLITION OF SLAVERY IN PENNSYLVANIA. 
The lower House of the Legislature have done a noble thing in 


removing the last vestiges of slavery from the laws of the State, 


Enslaving by citizens of the State has been forbidden a long time; 
but southern masters, coming into the state, might, for a limited 
time, hold the power to sell or use their slaves as property under the 


laws of the state of Wm. Penn, and if they escaped, to pursue and: 


reclaim them as fugitives. The House Bill puts an end to all this, 
It provides that any violent or deceptive abduction of a free negro, 
with the design of selling him, shall be liable to a fine of from $500 
to $2,000, one-half to go to the informant, and to imprisonment 


not less than five years. All sale or bargaining for free coloured’ 


persons to be treated in the same manner. No judicial officer of 
the state shall take cognizance in case of alleged fugitives under 
the act of 1793, nor issue any warrant for their arrest or return, 
under penalty of from $500 to $2000. Any person attempting 
to seize an alleged fugitive, who shall make a tumult, shall be fined 
from $100 to $1,000. No jail shall be used for the detention of 
such fugitives. The right heretofore enjoyed by southern masters, 
of holding their slaves six months is entirely taken away; and as 
in Massachusetts and New York, the slave voluntarily brought 
within the state becomes instantly free. The bill passed the House. 
unanimously, and will no doubt become a law. Slow but sure are 
the triumphs of freedom and justice. 





PREACHING ON SLAVERY. 

Rev. Mr. Perkins, of Meriden county, preaches regularly ow 
the last Sabbath evening of every month, upon the subject ox 
slavery. Considering the magnitude of the evil, the multitude of 
sins that spring from it, and the barrier it opposes to the gospel, 
both at home and abroad, is one evening in a month too much for 
pany minister to devote to the cause ? 
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Instead of our usual leader, we beg to call the serious attention 
of our readers to the following address of the Committee of the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, and earnestly to exhort them 
to communicate with their representatives in Parliament relative 
thereto. Thesubject presses, and deserves their earliest consideration, 
and most persevering effort to prevent the return of a modified 
system of slavery in the British colonies, and the commencement 
of a new form of the slave-trade. 


ADDRESS OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN 
ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY TO THE FRIENDS OF THE ANTI- 
SLAVERY CAUSE. 


Dear Frienps,—You will have perceived in several of the late 
numbers of the Reporter that the Committee have had to call your 
your serious attention to the fact, that her Majesty’s Government 
appeared to be determined to prosecute with increased vigour, the 
introduction of immigrant labourers to the British emancipated 
colonies, and to enact laws for the benefit of the planters, the effect 
of which would be to coerce the labour of the entire population 
who depend upon their industry for the means of support. 

As you are probably aware, the Committee have offered the most 
strenuous opposition to the several schemes of colonial immigration 
hitherto propounded, because they were based on the grossest 
injustice to the emancipated classes, inhuman in relation té the 
immigrants, and injurious and immoral in their bearing on the 
whole population. Whilst they have contended, on what appeared 
to them, the best evidence, that the demand for foreign labour was 
factitious not real, they have never objected to the importation of 
foreign labour by those who specially needed, and were willing to 
incur the necessary expense in procuring it, provided such importa- 
tion were regulated by law in such wise as to secure perfect liberty 
of action-to the immigrants on their arrival in the colonies, protec- 
tion from fraud and injury in their contracts for labour, and above 
all, an equality of the sexes. 

After am enormous outlay of money, chiefly drawn from colonial 
taxation, which presses heavily on the labouring classes and the 
colonists in general, who are not planters; and the introduction of 
an immense body of Coolies, liberated Africans, Germans, Por- 
tuguese and others into Mauritius, Jamaica, British Guiana, and 
Trinidad, it has been found that the most approved scheme of 


‘immigration has failed to realize the results anticipated ; that it is 


too costly to be continued ; and that it contains within itself the 
elements of ruin and self-destruction. 

It is, therefore, proposed under new arrangements which, if they 
take effect, will leave the immigrants free men, only in name, to 
make the system of immigration more profitable than it has hitherto 
been, to those specially interested therein. This is intended to be 
effected by stringent laws, compelling immigrants, whether Coolies 
or Africans, to engage in agricultural labour only, under the penalty 
of a poll tax of 5s. per month, payuble in advance, from month to 
month, to the Government; and subjecting them, conditionally, 
to vexatious stamp duties, and a heavy demand for passports, 
without which they will not be permitted, under any pretence 
whatever, to leave the colonies into which they have been imported, 
for the period of five years, All fines that may be incurred for 
non-payment of tax or stamp duty, or which may be levied upon 
the immigrants for the benefit of their employers, if not duly paid, 
will expose them to imprisonment with hard labour at the rate of 


- one day for every sixpence of such fines. 


This law is intended to be retrospective in its operation. It will 
include all immigrants from India and Africa to the emancipated 
colonies, whose period of residence has not reached five years at 
the time of its enactment. It will embrace both sexes, the women 
as well as the men. . 

With respect to the emancipated labourers, they are to be brought 
under a complicated system of implied contracts. It will, there- 
fore, be impossible for any of them to work upon a plantation, 
without finding himself bound to service for a month, terminable 
only by a fortnight’s notice. 

These legal enactments coupled with other arrangements which 
bring the labouring population, whether native or immigrant, under 
the magisterial authority of the planters, are calculated, if not 
dirzetly intended, to restrict unjustly the rights of the labourers, 
and improperly to enlarge the powers of their employers. . 
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Coolie immigration into the West Indies may be said to have 
failed already.. The Government and the West Indian body are 
alike convinced that it is too expensive. . It will, therefore, in future, 
most probably be restricted to the Mauritius.. Into that colony 
thousands per annum will yet be poured, to fill up the chasms 
caused by mortality, and return to India at the termination of their 
periods of service. But to balance the loss of the Coolies, Africans 
are to be imported into the West Indies. Not content with the 
supply they have hitherto had of this class of labourers from Sierra 
Leone, St. Helena, and other places where this country has 
established Mixed Commission or. Vice-Admiralty Courts, the 
Government have undertaken to convey from the Kroo Coast, 
Western Africa, to Trinidad and British Guiana, in the first 
instance, a constant stream of Immigrants, for the exclusive benefit 
of the planters. The Government undertake to bear the expenses 
connected with this extraordinary importation at first, but expect 
ultimately to be re-imbursed out of the general colonial taxation. 
In the event of the experiment, as it is termed, succeeding, there 
can be no doubt of its extension to as great an extent, as the West 
India body in this county may desire. It may be stated, that one 
reason given by the Government, for allowing the importation of 
Kroomen into the British colonies is the fact, that the liberated 
Negroes at Sierra Leone refuse to go thither, notwithstanding all 
the efforts made to induce them to doso. Those only who are found 
on board condemned slavers, now embark for the West Indies and 
British Guiana, and they may be said to embark under a species 
of compulsion. To justify the new scheme of African immi- 
gration, it is asserted, that the Kroomen are free. The Com- 
mittee, however, venture to deny this; they may not be slaves in 
so absolute a sense, as many other African tribes; but they are, 
beyond all doubt, bondmen, They are not in a condition to enter 
into contracts for labour independently of their chiefs or headmen , 
they cannot leave their country without their permission. It is, 
therefore, the practice to obtain their concurrence by presents, the 
advance of wages, or other advantages; and it is invariably the 
case, that a considerable portion of the earnings of the Kroomen, 
on their return home, goes into the same hands. Their wives never 
accompany them. Though there are usually six or seven thousand 
Kroomen at Sierra Leone, and some of their Headmen with them, 
not a single case was ever known of a wife being brought thither. 
They, it is believed, are kept as hostages, to secure their return. 
Their wives are slaves in the most abject sense. 

Such being the case the Committee cannot but regard this new 
mode of supplying the colonies with labourers, as the commence- 
ment of a moditied slave-trade, which they believe to be the more 
dangerous in its character and consequences from it taking the 
character of a free immigration from Africa, and from its having 
the direct sanction of Government. 

But the Committee would ask, supposing the agents appointed by 
the Government on the Kroo Coast, were to act with the greatest 
honesty and circumspection, in drawing from it supplies of African 
labourers for the British colonies, whether the example thus set is 
not pernicious, and likely to be attended with the worst evils, so far 
as foreign powers are concerned? What is, for instance, to hinder 
the Spanish and Brazilian Governments, and indeed any Govern- 
ment having slave colonies or territories, from supplying themselves, 
in like manner, with Africans, nominally free, but really slaves, and 
to be used and treated as slaves hereafter? The solemn protests 
hitherto made against the slave-trade, will be neutralized by this 
unnecessary and ill-advised scheme of immigration. 

The Committee feel that this is so grave a matter as to call for 
their most determined opposition; but that opposition will be 
ineffectual in arresting the evil, unless their friends throughout the 
whole country resolutely support them, and strongly remonstrate 
against it. 

It should be remembered that the scheme of colonial immigration 
is in no way altered for the better. It remains substantially the 
same, as that acted upon for the last few years. The cost of immi- 
gration is still to be borne by the colonies, the emancipated classes 
being the chief parties taxed for that purpose; no provision is 
made for the introduction of an equal number of the sexes, though 
the disparity already existing among the immigrants is perfectly 
frightful ; and that the worst features of the old scheme is now to be 
connected with stringent regulations for the purpose of securing at 
the lowest rates of wages, the entire labour of the immigrants to the 
planters. And thet, further, whilst the Creole or native labourer is 
to be compelled, by addional taxation on his clothing, and food, 
and materials for building, to find the means for paying the bounty 
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on imported labourers, in order to keep down the rates of wages, 
he is also, at the same time, to be coerced to labour, under a system 
of implied contracts, which he must, in a multitude of cases, either 
accept or starve. 

This, then, is the object of colonial legislation on the one hand, 
and of immigration on the other, and it is for you to say whether 
you will stand by and witness the crushing effects of this unjust 
and hateful system, or manfully withstand it. 

The Committee trust you will put yourselves into early commu- 
nication with your representatives on the points to which your 
attention has now been directed ; and that you will urge upon them 
the necessity of opposing, to the utmost of their ability, a state of 
things which they cannot but regard as a grievous departure from 
the principles of the Abolition Act, and the policy of this country 
in regard to the slave-trade. The Committee are the more urgent 
in this request, inasmuch as the general interests of the anti-slavery 
cause throughout the world requires that the emancipated Negroes 
of the West Indies and other British colonies should enjoy, undi- 
minished, the rights conferred on them by the great charter of their 
freedom ; and that nothing should be done by the Government or 
the country, which should allow our righteous unswerving hostility 
against slavery and the slave-trade to be called in question. 


I am, dear Sir, “ 
On behalf of the Committee, 
Your’s respectfully, 
Joun Sooste, 


Anti-slavery Office, 27, New Broad-street, 
London, 26th March, 1847, 


Secretary. 





Our late communications from the British colonies inform us that 
the Coolies are arriving rapidly in the three islands of Jamaica, 
Trinidad, and British Guiana, but they do not appear to be received 
with much cordiality. We can scarcely dare place on record all 
that we have heard of the cruel treatment and dreadful mortality 
of the immigrants in Guiana. The following extract from the 
planters paper, the Guiana Times, will however throw some light 
upon these points, and of the necessity which exists for terminating 
the scheme of immigration altogether. 


‘¢ There is not a member of the Court of Policy who does not regard 
immigration—extensive immigration—as the sheet anchor of the colony. 
Yet they look upon it blindly like the mole—it comes, and they take the 
people, but provision for them is never thought of—that sort of provision 
which may be legally enforced. There is no denying that among Coolies 
and Portuguese there is much sickness. The city hospitals are crowded ; 
yet scarcely a Creole Jace is to be seen about the wards. Coolies and 
Portuguese, ulcerated, sick, and loathsome to look at, notwithstanding the 
care of the resident surgeon, occupy four hundred and fifty out of some 


. four hundred and seventy hospital beds. The Court of Policy is to blame 


for this. We have it in our power to put in operation, at once, the in- 
dustrial act framed by Lord Grey for the Mauritius, and to compel medical 
attention on estates to the indented labourers. The hospitals are not 
filled by vagrants, or workers in the city, or the destitute and infirm who 
have never been able to supply their own wants; but by the labourers 
SENT FROM ESTATES WITH NEGLECTED SORES AND NEGLECTED FEVER. 
The hospital is the ready resource of every property within the reach of 
the city. When a man cannot work, the selfish planter will not feed him, 
—he pays for his conveyance to town, and looks sanguinely to Govern- 
ment for another to supply his room. 

‘‘ We unhesitatingly denounce this indifference as inhumanly cruel to 
the immigrant, and as destructive to our own interests. What inference 
can be drawn from the condition of the hospital, but that those without 
the reach of it had need of God’s pity. If estates in the neighbourhood 
of town uniformly take advantage of the present rules, and foist the sick 
upon it, whom they are morally bound to attend themselves, what course 
is pursued by estates at a distance ? The mere supposition gives a handle 
to the enemies of immigration, which may be largely used to our 
disadvantage.”’ 

On one property in Berbice, we are told that above 150 Coolies 
and Portuguese immigrants have died ; and that Coolies have been 
picked up dying and dead upon the roadsides. 

It is represented as a common practice now, for the police in 
Georgetown, Demerara, to collect all the straggling and sick 
Coolies they found about the streets and market places, and send 
them in the police boats by dozens and scores to the opposite side of 
the Demerara river, where they are left to shift for themselves, as 
they best may, without shelter, and without food. We call upon 
the Government to institute a rigid and impartial scrutiny into the 
allegations brought against the murderous system of immigration. 


We learn that the ‘ Bill for the promotion of Immigration to 
Trinidad, and the industry of the Immigrants,” has passed the 
Legislative Council, and become law. This scandalous piece of 
legislation, coupled with the master and servants’ ordinance, 
recently passed, reflects the greatest dishonour on all parties con- 
cerned in it, Under this law all immigrants may be imprisoned 
with hard labour for conduct which implies no moral guilt. The 
Spectator says :—*‘ Of late the police have had their hands full of 
trepanned immigrants, who have been guilty of not working to the 
extent and at the rate dictated by their pseudo masters, the 
monopolist sugar planters. Would that the Coolies yet in the 
enjoyment of freedom in India, could see the treatment and con- 
dition of their countrymen in Trinidad. If they did, we would 
become security for the passage-money of all future immigrants. 
It is a fact undeniable, but not generally known, that slavery 
legally exists in Trinidad at this very hour; in proof of this, we 
appeal to our laws and our practice, We: pity their helpless 
victims. Will Britain allow the working men in her colonies 
again to be enslaved? Will she sanction the introduction of slaves 
from India, and waste her treasures in attempting to arrest the 
slave-trade on the coast of Africa, and yet allow thousands to be 
kipnapped and brought into bondage under her flaunting flag of 
liberty. Religion, humanity, and consistency forbid it.” 

We merely add, to complete this picture, that orders are under- 
stood to have been issued from the Colonial office, to enforce a 
compulsory system of education on the Negroes. Parents who 
may refuse to send their children to the schools provided, will be 
fined to a larger amount than the cost of the schooling itself. The 
friends of freedom in the Island, are indignant at the tyranny, 
which seéks not only to compel Jabour, but to enforce education by 
fines, and probably imprisonment, if they be not paid. It is high 
time for the people of this country to watch with a jealous eye the 
course of Government in the British colonies. ‘- 





Our readers will be deeply interested in the Anti-slavery move- 
ment in the United States, as exhibited in the various extracts which 
will be found in their appropriate placesin the Reporter of this month, 
The Wilmot proviso, that no more territory annexed to the United 
States shall be devoted to slavery, though lost in the Senute, 
where the slave-holders predominate, speaks volumes as to the 
intentions of the Free States. The supporters of slavery have 
triumphed for a season, by mere force of number in the least 
popular branch of the legislature, and the exigencies of political 
circumstances ; but they will not long be permitted to maintain 
their position. — 

It will be in the recollection of our readers that we gave, some 
time since, in the columns of the Reporter, an account of the sale 
of many Bohemian families in Wallachia. We have now the 
pleasure of being able to notify the emancipation of this unhappy 
class of our fellow-creatures, so far as they belonged to the state, 
the church, and the secular clergy of that country.. The particulars 


and are as follows :— 
‘* Since the Sultan has abolished slavery, and his vassal, Mehemet Ali, 


passed a resolution by which freedom is given to all the gypsy slaves 


60,000. Prince Bibesco is the person who took the initiative in the 
matter. The archbishop, on this occasion, brought the prince to his way 
of thinking, broke through the opposition of the clergy, and called upon 
the Boiars to follow his example. It is hoped that this proceeding will 
induce private families to give freedom to 10,000 families which they hold 
in slavery. The freed gypsy slaves will have to pay a capitation tax of 
thirty-tree piasters (about 10s.), the sum thus raised to be expended in 
obtaining the freedom of their brethren in slavery amongst private 
families.”’ 

We trust that this is the beginning of the movement in the North: 
of Europe, which shall issue in the complete abolition of every 
form of compulsory servitude. 





We beg to repeat, for the information of our readers, that speci-. 
mens of FREE-LABOUR COTTON goods may be seen at the Anti- 
slavery Office, No. 27, New Broad-street, City. They consist of. 
patterns of calico, prints, and muslin, manufactured exclusively from : 
cotton produced by free labour, and may be had in whole pieces, . 
in limited quantities, by ordering the same from J — pigepice, 
Marsden-square, Manchester, 
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are given in a letter dated Bucharest, the 25th of February last,. 


has done the same, the principality of the Danube could not remain. 
behind hand. The Wallachian diet, in its sitting of the 23rd of February,. 


belonging to the state, the church, and the secular clergy, amounting to: 
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Poetrp. 


THE SLAVE SINGING AT MIDNIGHT. 


Loud he sang the Psalm of David! 
He, a negro and enslaved, 

Sang of Israel’s victory, 

Sang of Zion, bright and free. 


In that hour, when night is calmest, 
Sang he from the Hebrew Psalmist, 
In a voice so sweet and clear 

That I could not choose but hear ; 


Songs of triumph, and ascriptions, 
Such as reached the swart Egyptians, 
When upon the Red Sea coast 
Perished Pharaoh and his host. 


And the voice of his devotion 

Filled my soul with strange emotion ; 
For its tones by turns were glad, 
Sweetly solemn, wildly sad. 


Paul and Silas in their prisons, 
Sang of Christ, the Lord, arisen, 
And an earthquake’s arm of might 
Broke their dungeon gates at night. 


But, alas! what holy angel 

Brings the slave this glad evangel ! 
And what earthquake’s arm of might 
Breaks his dungeon gates at night ? 





Literature. 


Memott of William Knibb, Missionary in Jamaica, by Joan Howarp 

Hinton. Houlston and Stoneman, Paternoster-row. 1847. 

If the lamented object of this deeply interesting memoir was not a man 
of the highest order of intellect or of mental culture-—if he did not exhibit 
all the qualities which make up a great man—no one will deny that he 
possessed, in a very high degree, those which form a useful one. Of 
quick perceptions and ardent temperament, he was prompt to decide, and 
equally so to act. He had a keen sense of the right and the wrong of the 
questions forced upon him by the circumstances in which he was placed ; 
and he shrank not from the sacrifices and duties which it involved. He 
was eminently a man of action. A noble enthusiasm, tempered by Chris- 
tian principle, gave force, and even dignity to his character. His labours 
as a missionary were abundant; and only surpassed in usefulness by those 
which he devoted to the cause of the suffering and oppressed slave. To 
this service he gaye himself unreservedly ; and by his energy and eloquence 
placed himself in the front rank of British Abolitionists. 

The volume before us is worthy, in every respect, of the memory of 
William Knibb, und of him who composed it. It is a beautiful specimen 
of Christian biography, and will be read with deep feeling and profit by 
all interested in the cause of missions and the abolition of slavery. 

’ William Knibb was born at Kettering, Northamptonshire, on the 7th 
of September,.1803. In 1822 he became a member of the Baptist Church 
at Broadmead, Bristol, then under the pastoral care of Dr. Ryland and 
Mr. Crisp. His brother, Thomas Knibb, a man of superior abilities and 
great Christian excellence, quitted England as a missionary in 1822. His 
destination was Kingston, Jamaica. There he died ‘‘in the midst of 
labours and success,’’ in April, 1823. When the news of his brother’s 
decease was communicated to him, after the first gush of feeling had 
subsided, William Knibb said, ‘‘ Then, if the Society will accept me, I’ll 
go and take his place.’? This was characteristic of the man. Hibs offer 
was’accepted, and on the 5th of November, 1823, he sailed from London 
for Jamaica, but was detained by contrary winds at Cowes until the 5th 
of January, 1824, when he finally left the British shores, and arrived in 
safety at Morant Bay on the 12th of February following, and was received 
with delight by those who had known and loved his brother. 

. The contact into which William Knibb was brought with the system 
of slavery did not diminish, but, on the contrary, increased his horror 
and detestation of it. In a letter to his mother, written shortly after his 
arrival in Jamaica, he thus speaks of it :—‘‘ The cursed blast of slavery 
has, like a pestilence, withered almost every moral bloom. I know not 
how any person can feel a union with such a monster, such a child of hell. 
For myself I feel a burning hatred against it, and look upon it as one of 
the most odious monsters that ever disgraced the earth.”’ 

That feature of slavery, however, which most attracted his attention, 
was its immorality. - ‘‘ It is in the immorality of slavery,’’ he says, ‘‘ that 
the evil chiefly consists. Leaving altogether the injustice of the thing out 
of the question, this feature of slavery is enough to make every Christian 
earnestly wish that it may be for ever banished from the abodes of men.’’ 

In a subsequent letter he says :—‘‘ The more I see of slavery; the more 


I hate and abhor it. It appears to me to be the foulest blot under heaven, 
and to spread a withering and pestilential influence over every land 
which is infested with it.” . : ‘ . “Their oppressors 
have reduced them (the slaves) so low, that they can plead their oppres- 
sion as a reason why they should continue to oppress. But let it not be 
thought that the slave is the only one who is vile; the white population is 
worse, far worse, than the victims of their injustice. There is scarcely a 
chaste person to be found except such as have a sense of piety. It is here 
that the evil lies. Though I have been here but a short time, I have seen 
enough to disgust my soul; nor do I envy the feelings of that person 
who could view with indifference a system which is glutted with crimes 
both against God and man. O my soul, come not thou into their secret ; 
unto them, mine honour, be not thou uni’ 

This intense hatred of slavery never forsook Knibb, though he was 
bound by his instructions to avoid all reference to it among the people of 
his charge. The fire was pent up in his own bosom, and only found 
escape in his private and confidential intercourse with his friends and the 
committee of the Society, with which he was associated. How far the restric- 
tions laid upon the agents of Missionary Societies can be justified, or whether 
they allow of justification at all, admits of doubt. Speaking for ourselves 
alone, we do not believe they can be justified by any appeal to Christian 
principles; and we know that, in many instances, they led to evil 
consequences. Some of the missionaries became possessed of slave 
property ; some became apologists of the system, or, at all events, of 
slave-holders. None, that we know, scrupled to admit them, on a pro- 
fession of their faith, to Christian fellowship and communion; nor 
refused to receive their contributions in aid of their operations. Having 
imposed silence on the missionaries, the committees of the various 
Societies would publish nothing, in relation to the horrors of slavery ; 
and, not unfrequently, withheld important information which they were 
known to possess. This followed as a consequence from the position 
they assumed, that slavery was to be regarded as a political institution, 
with which the preacher of the Gospel had nothing to do. To such men 
as John Smith, the martyr to colonial violence in Demerara, and 
William Knibb, the heroic defender of Negro rights in Jamaica, the - 
restrictions imposed must have been most galling. We should not have 
adverted to this circumstance, but that we have reason to believe the 
vicious principle is still retained, so far as foreign countries are con- 
cerned, in which slavery is still permitted to exist. 

In marking the progress of William Knibb, it is cheering to observe, 
that he. strenuously opposed himself to ‘‘a certain kind of dealing in 
slaves,’’ which had grown up among his missionary brethren. They 
bought slaves, not to give them their freedom, but to hold them in 
slavery, until they could repay the purchase-money. In justifying his 
opposition to this practice, Knibb says, in a letter to one of his friends :— 

‘* Whatever impression may be made upon your mind as to the mercy, 
the justice, or goodness of motive, evinced in trafficking in human flesh, 
we who have seen its evils cannot credit them. We did, and do still, 
think that they (the slaves) would not have been free during the lives of 
the purchasers, had we not interfered; and yet we are the blameable— 
the only blameable persons for protesting against this iniquitous traffic.’’ 

In another place, he observes :—‘‘ I cannot love the traffic in blood.’’ 

- « « « ‘I do detest and abhor slavery from the bottom of 
my ents the cruelty of it is enough to make one weep blood. Were it 
not for the hope of doing good, I would not stay on the shores cursed by 
slavery a single day. I am fearful of becoming habituated to its 
horrors; sincerely do I hope I never may.’’ 

It would extend our notice to too great a length to give even a brief 
account of the opposition of the planters to the religious instruction of 
the slaves, and their attempts to crush the missionaries. We must refer. 
our friends to the admirable volume under review for details. Through- 
out the struggle against the consolidated slave-law of Jamaica, which was 
designed, among other things, to rob them of the last vestiges of religious 
liberty, Knibb and his brethren behaved nobly. They were determined 
to risk the consequences of disobedience to it, should it receive the 
sanction of the Crown, which happily it did not. At length came the 
fearful insurrection of 1832. During the whole of this dreadful affair 
Knibb behaved with characteristic courage. Undoubtedly it was brought 
on by the planters ; the evidence produced by Mr. Hinton places that: 
fact beyond question. Not content with the bloody deeds, perpetrated with 
unusual ferocity on the Negroes, they determined further to wreak their 
vengeance on the missionaries, whom they falsely accused of having 
instigated the rebellion. Knibb was the special object of their hatred; 
but they failed in implicating him in the slightest degree. His own 
account of his arrest, and the coarse and brutal treatment he experienced, 
and his ultimate escape from the hands of his enemies, is most graphically 
given in the Memoir. 

Apart from the destruction of Negro life, and the demolition of the 
meeting-houses, the painful circumstances through which he passed, 
admirably qualified him for the prominent part he took in the agitation 
which had already been commenced in this country, for the entire 
abolition of colonial slavery. Having escaped the fate intended for 
him, W. Knibb was deputed by his suffering brethren to represent their: 
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case, and that of the mission intrusted to their care, in England. He- 
left Jamaica for that purpose in April, 1832. On his arrival in the 
English Channel, his first question was, ‘‘ Well, Pilot, what news wie 
‘“‘ The Reform Bill has passed.’’ ‘‘Thank God,’”’ he rejoined; ‘‘ Now, 
I’ll have slavery down. I will never rest, day or night, till I see it 
destroyed, root and branch.’’ And he was faithful to his resolve. 

At the meeting which he had with the Baptist Committee, shortly after 
his arrival in London, he was exhorted ‘‘to prudence and a temperate 
policy.”” His answer was, ‘‘ Myself, my wife, and my children, are 
entirely dependent on the Baptist mission; we have landed without a 
shilling, and may at once be reduced to penury. But if it be necessary, 
I will take them by the hand, and walk barefoot through the kingdom, 
but what I will make known to the Christians of England what their 
brethren in Jamaica are suffering.’’ 

On the 21st of April, 1832, the anniversary of the Baptist Missionary 
Society was held at Spa Fields Chapel. It was looked forward to with 
deep interest and anxiety by Knibb, as well as by others. All who 
preceded him in speaking made no particular reference to Jamaica. 
Even Mr. Philippo, his brother missionary, felt it to be right not to 
touch the question of slavery. It was reserved for W. Knibb to lay bare 
the dreadful nature of the system—the persecutions he and his brethren 
had endured—the sufferings of the flocks committed to their charge, and 
the absolute necessity which existed for its immediate and total abolition. 
Some influential men wholly disapproved of his bold denunciations— 
others expressed their regret—others implored him to be moderate—the 
tails of his coat were pulled by way of admonition, but he went fearlessly 
on, and the great meeting nobly sustained him. The excitement created 
was intense and overwhelming. The committee were compelled to take 
new ground; and it is but just to say that they did so without delay. 
Knibl became the champion of freedom. He visited the most important 
cities and towns of Great Britain and Ireland, and everywhere was 
received with enthusiasm. His manly bearing, his generous self- 
devotion, his heart-interest in the subject, his intimate knowledge of the 
vile and atrocious thing he sought to destroy, his glowing eloquence, and 
fervent appeals, won for him admiration and support wherever he went. 
The service which he rendered to the anti-slavery cause was immense, 
and will ever be remembered with gratitude. In the midst of his 
zealous labours, he had to silence the tongue of calumny, and to vindicate 
himself from the foul and false charges openly made against him by the 
agents of the West India body. He did this triumphantly. In fact he 
came off the victor in every conflict. At length the fiat of the Imperial 
Legislature decreed the abolition of slavery. The measure was imperfect ; 
it was loaded with an apprenticeship ; but still it was hailed with joy by 
multitudes. W. Knibb did not return to Jamaica until after the Ist of 
August, 1834 ; but when he did reach his home, the joy and gratitude of 
his Negro friends knew no bounds. ‘‘ Him fight de battle, him win de 
crown,’’ was the cry. Ina beautiful letter, Knibb describes the scene, 
and concludes with this touching remark :—‘‘ After the service, two 
African women came to me, each with an infant born after the lst of 
August. When they presented their children, and thanked me for their 
freedom, my feelings were completely overcome. I left them, and 
retired to weep.” 

It is most pleasing to observe, that amidst all the excitement of public 
engagements, W. Knibb never forgot that he was a Christian. His piety 
was as genuine as his hatred of slavery. In fact, it was the spirit of 
religion that gave tone to his efforts, and was the secret of his strength. 

In his subsequent exertions against the apprenticeship-system, his zeal 
for Negro rights, his bold denunciations of oppression, his opposition to 
the schemes of immigration, and the unjust taxation of the people—in 
short, in all his efforts to advance the cause of human liberty and happiness, 
he was the same man—the same unbending foe of oppression, and friend 
of freedom. He died in the faith and hope of the Gospel, at the early 
age of forty-two, to the inexpressible grief of a large circle of attached 
friends, and especially of the emancipated slaves. The day of his funeral 
was one of deep and unaffected sorrow to multitudes. The people 
‘lifted up their voices and wept.’ ‘‘ The place,’’ says Mr. Dendy, 
‘‘ was literally a Bochim; and every one engaged in the service had to 
restrain his own feelings, lest he should render the grief of others abso- 
lutely uncontrollable.”’ 

We most warmly recommend the Memoir of William Knibb to the 
perusal of our readers. 





Parliamentarp LEntelliqence. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS—March 8. 
BRAZILIAN SLAVE TRADE. 

_ Mr, Hume inquired of the noble Secretary for Foreign Affairs whether 
Government proposed to bring in a measure for repealing the Act of 1845 
respecting the Brazils, by which the slavestrade as carried on under the 
flag of that country was declared to be piracy ? 

Viscount PatmErston replied, that the measure to which the hon. 
gentleman had referred was proposed by the late Government, and passed 
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by the House, a similar Act having already passed at the instigation of thé 
previous Government as to Portugal, the ground being that the Govern- 
ment of that country declined to fulfil their engagements with us to put 
an end to the traffic in slaves. When the Govenment of the Brazils should 
agree with us in the stipulation of a treaty which should be effectual for 
the suppression of the slave-trade under her flag, it would be the duty of 
England to accept it in lieu of the law that now exists; but it was not the 
intention, neither was it the duty of her Majesty’s Government to propose 
the repeal of the Act of 1845 until the Brazils should conclude such 
atreaty. (Hear.) 

Mr. Hume wished to know whether the Government had any intention 
of passing rules and orders which should guard against such occurrences 
as that which took place some time ago when a British officer and several 
seamen were murdered by some Brazilian’ subjects, who, upon being 
brought to trial here, escaped in consequence of the declared illegality of 
the seizure of the Brazilian vessel ? 

Viscount PALMERSTON could not inform the hon. gentleman that any 
such rules were in preparation, or were necessary. 





UNITED STATES. 
PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS IN REFERENCE TO THE GRANT OF THREE 
MILLIONS DOLLARS FOR CONCLUDING PEACE WITH MEXICO, AND 
FOR EXCLUDING SLAVERY FROM ANY ACQUIRED TERRITORY. 


The following resolutions were offered by Mr. Calhoun :— 

Resolved, That the Territories of the United States belong to the 
several States comprising this Union, and are held by them as their joint 
and common property. 

Resolved, That Congress, as the joint agent and representative of the 
United States of this Union, has no right to make any law or do any 
act whatever that shall directly, or by its effects, make any discrimination 
between the States of this Union, by which any of them shall be deprived 
of its full and equal right in any territory of the United States, acquired, 
or to be acquired. yt 

Resolved, That the enactment of any law that’should directly; or by its 
effects, deprive the citizens of any of the States of this Union from emi- 
grating with their property into any of the Territories of the United 
States, would make such discrimination, and would, therefore, be a viola- 
tion of the Constitution and rights of the States from which such citizens 
emigrated, and in derogation of that perfect equality which belongs to 
them as members of this Union, and would tend directly to subvert = 
Union itself. 

Resolved, That it is a fundamental principle in our political creed, 
that apeople forming a constitution have the unconditional right to form 
and adopt the Government which they may think best calculated to secure 
their liberty, prosperity, md happiness, and that in conformity thereto, 
no other condition is imposed by the Federal Constitution on a State in 
order to be admitted into this Union, except that its constitution shall be 
republican, and that the imposition of any other by Congress would not 
only be in violation of the Constitution, but directly conflict with the 
principles on which our political system rests. 

We give a summary of so much of the speech of Mr. C., in which we 
are more particularly interested. After some introductory remarks, he 
said, The time had come, the fullness of time, for the slaveholding States 
to inquire what now was their relative condition in regard to the other 
States of the Union—what it would be should the measures proposed 
by the Legislature of the non-slave holding States be carried into laws. 
The slaveholding States were in a minority everywhere: in the Electoral 
Colleges—in the co-ordinate branch of the National Legislature—every 
where except in the Senate, and here only on an equality by counting 
Delaware with them, which on this question is doubtful, and not to be 
relied upon. The Senator then went into an enumeration of the votes as 
they stood in the Electorial College, the House of Representatives, and the 
Senate. ‘‘ There is ample space, he said, for twelve or fifteen of the largest 
description of states in the territories belonging to the United States. 
Already a law is in course of passage through the other House creating 
one north of Wisconsin. There is ample room for another north of Iowa; 
and another north of that; and then that large region extending on this 
side of the Rocky Mountains, from 49 degrees, down to the Texan line, 


which may be set down fairly as an area of twelve and a half degtees ‘Of ~ 


latitude—that extended region of itself is susceptible of having six, seven, 
or eight large states. To this, add Oregon, which extends from 49 to 42 
degrees, which will give four more, and I make a very moderate calcu- 
lation when I say that, in addition to Iowa and Wisconsin, twelve more 
states upon the territory already ours—without reference to any acqui- 
sitions from Mexico—may be, and will be, shortly added to these United . 
States. How will we then stand? There will be but fourteen on the 
part of the south—we are to be fixed, limited, and for ever—and twenty- 
eight on the part of the non-slaveholding states! Twenty-eight ! Double. 
our number! And with the same disproportion in the other House and 
in the Electoral College! The Government, sir, will be entirely in the 
hands of the non-slaveholding states—overwhelmingly.’’ He proceeded 
to inquire if a remedy, or preventive, was to be found in the Constitution, 
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or elsewhere ; and hereupon made some remarks upon the character and 
operation of the Constitution. He then went on to say that, “The day 
that the balance between the two sections of the country —the slave- 
holding states and the non-slaveholding states—is destroyed, is a day that 
will not be far removed from political revolution, anarchy, civil war, and 
wide-spread disaster. The balance of this system is in the slaveholding 
states. They are the conservative portion— always will be the Conserva- 
tive portion ; and, with a due balance on their part, may, for generations 
to.come, uphold this glorious Union of ours. But, if this policy should be 
carried out, if we were to be reduced to a handful, if we are to become a 
ball to play the presidential game with, to count something in the Balti- 
more caucus; if this is to be the result, woe! woe! I say, to this Union!”’ 
Well, sir,,what if the decision of this body shall deny to us this high 
constitutional right, which, in my opinion, is as clear as any in the 
instrument itself—the more defined and stable, indeed, because deduced 
from the entire body of the instrument, and the nature of the subject to 
which it relates? What then?.. That is a question which I will not 
undertake to decide. It is a question for our constituents, the slave- 
holding States. A solemn and a grave question, Mr. President. And, 
if the decision should be adverse at this time, I trust and do believe that 
they will take under solemn consideration what they ought to do. I give 
no advice. It would be hazardous and dangerous for me to do so. But 
I may speak as an individual member of that section of the Union. 
There I drew my first breath. There are all my hopes. I am a planter 
—a cotton planter. I am a southern man and a slaveholder,—a kind and 
a merciful one, I trust—and none the worse for being a slaveholder. I 
say, for one, I would rather meet any extremity upon earth than give up 
one inch of our equality—one inch of what belongs to us as members of 
this great republic! What! acknowledged inferiority! The surrender 
of life is nothing to sinking down into acknowledged inferiority ! 
I have examined this subject largely—widely. I think I see the future 
if we do not stand up now; and, in my humble opinion, the condition of 
Ireland is merciful and happy—the condition of Hindostan is peace and 
+happiness—the condition of Jamaica is prosperous and happy—to what 
the southern states will be if they now yield !”’ 

On the votes being taken, the numbers were found to be, 115 in favour 
of the proviso and 106 against it. It was, however, afterwards negatived 
in the Senate. 

On a subsequent occasion, Mr. Calhoun made the following revel ations 
in reference to Texas, in answer to a charge brought against him.. 

Mr. Catuoun rose and said: I am really obliged to the gentleman 
from Tennesse for giving me an opportunity to repel a great many 
insinuations which I have scen upon this very subject, and the endeavour 
to fix upon myself and friends the responsibility of which he has spoken. 

He spoke of the responsibility for the war as arising from the annexation 
of Texas. I did take a deep interest in that measure of annexation, and | 
to no act of my life do I revert with more entire satisfaction. Annexation | 
at that time, according to my opinion, was a-question of pure necessity. 
I might go into this matter if it would not occupy the time of the Senate. 
[Cries of ‘‘ go on.’’] According to my view, the time was not propitious 
in one aspect. There then was a minority in favor of annexation. It had 
scarcely a single advocaté in this body, and but two or three in the other 
body; and it appeared to be a very hopeless task to attempt carrying 
through such an important measure as that. When nominated for the 
office of Secretary of State, I put in the strongest remonstrance which I 
could draw against the acceptance of it. I wrote to my friends here; but, 
before the remonstrance reached them, I was unanimously appointed. I 
saw that the Administration was weak, and that that very important 
measure would be liable to be defeated, if an effort were not made. But 
circumstances made it inevitable. I ascertained, from sources perfectly 
reliable, that, at the World’s Convention, the American delegation sug- 
gested to the Abolitionists of England, that now was the time to act. If 
they wished to aim a fatal blow at slavery, it must be at Texas; and in 
order to do that, England must obtain the ascendency in Texas. I received 
information—I will not say official—but from a quarter in which there 
could ‘be no mistake, that an interview had taken place between Lord 
Aberdeen and a deputation of the World’s Convention. I was then at 
home in South Carolina, and immediately transmitted to the Secretary of 
State that information, accompanied by the suggestion that it demanded 
instant attention. I suppose that letter and my communication formed 
one of the reasons for the movement then made for annexation. What 
was then the condition of Texas? She was weak; and the suggestion 
was, that Mexico would recognise her independence, if she would agree to 
abolish slavery. The time had come, and the consequence had to be met. 
I accepted the office, with all these difficulties before me. I said this office 
is unacceptable to me. I go in with a great deal of reputation, as I judge 
from the manner in which I have been nominated and confirmed. I will 
experience great difficulty, and may come out with much less reputation 
than I goin. But I undertook it; and, when I undertake a thing, I do 
it directly. I put it on the true ground, that this movement was intended 
to bring Texas under the control of England, to abolish slavery there, 
and through that, slavery thoughout the country. A treaty was formed, 


+ and it shared the fate that might haye almost been expected from the 
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reakness of the administration. _It was defeated. But the Senator says, 
I had stipulated in that treaty, that the Rio Grande was the boundary. 

_Mr. Turney. I, remarked that I had never read the treaty, but I 
understood that its terms went. to the Rio Grande. 

Mr. Catnoun.._ 7 Senator is just as wrong in that as in the whole 
of his misunderstanding. No such thing, sir! It was expressly left 
open. The two respectable, commissioners from Texas will bear me testi- 
mony. It was expressly left open, in order that the boundary might be 
subsequently established by negotiation with Mexico. I know a Senator 
of this body put a construction on it similar to that of the Senator from 
Tennessee, and.which was assailed. But as soon as that treaty was signed 
by the President, I communicated directly with the Mexican Government, 
through our charge d'affaires, and stated that I was ready to settle all 
questions of difference, and amongst ethers the boundary, upon liberal 
principles. I did not dream of this war. 


New Yorx Reso.utions,—-The following are the Resolutions intro- 
duced by Mr. ent and — by the Senate of New York, 26 
to 6: 

Resolved, That, as war. now exists between the United States and 
Mexico, it is the imperative duty of every citizen of this country to sustain 
its Government in all measures for the prosecution of that war, in such 
a manner as our national honour ‘and interests demand, until it shall be 
terminated by an honorauble peace. 

Resolved, That no peace with Mexico can be regarded as honourable to 
the United States, which-shall not secure from that Republic, full in- 
demnity for the aggressions which it has committed upon the rights of 
this country and its citizens. 

Resolved, That if any territory is hereafter acquired by the United 
States, or annexed thereto, the act-by which such territory is acquired or 
annexed, whatever such act may be, should contain an unalterable, fun 
damental article of provision whereby slavery or involuntary servitude, 
except'as a punishment for crime, shall be for ever excluded from the 
territory acquired or annexed... - 

Resolved, That the Senators in Congress from this State be instructed, 
and that the Representatives in Congress from this State be requested, to 
use their best efforts to carry into effect the views expressed in the fore- 
going resolutions. 

‘Resolved, That the President of the Senate, ak the Speaker of the 
Assembly, be requested to transmit a copy of the foregoing resolutions to 
each-of the said Senators and Representatives. 


PENNSYLVANIA -REsoxutions. —The following resolutions have been 
adopted by the Legislature of Pennsylvania. ‘The vote for them was unani- 
mous in the House, and in the Senate stood 24 to 3. 

“Whereas, the existing war with Mexico may result in the acquisition of 
new territory to the Union: And whereas, measures are now pending in 
Congress, having in view the appropriation of money and the conferring 
authority upon the treaty-making power to this end: therefore, 

Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be instructed, and our Re- 
presentatives requested to vote against any, measure whatever, by which 
territory will accrue to the Union, unless as a part of the fundamental 
law, upon which any compact or treaty for this purpose is based, slavery 
or involuntary servitude, except for crimes, shall be for ever prohibited. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to forward a copy of the fore- 
going to each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress. 





THE voice or On1o.—The House of Representatives of Ohio, on the 
21st instant, passed the following resolutions by a vote of 43 to 12. Had 
the House been full, it is stated that the vote i in Popa wpe would have 
been much greater : er, wigs Ss 

Resolved, By the General Asaenciay’ of the Staté of Ohio, that i Se- 
nators and Representatives from this Staté in the Congress of the United 
States, be, and they are hereby requested to procure the passage of mea- 
surés in the National Legislature, providing for the exclusion of slaves 
trom the territory of Oregon, and also from any other territory that 
NOW IS Or may HEREAFTER BE annexed to the United States. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to transmit to each of the 
Senators and Representatives from this State, in the Congress of the 
United States, a copy of the above resolution, to be by thon. Jaid: before 
their respective Houses. 


an 


we e » 
Inprana.—A sctlibie in the Legislature of Indiana to whom the 
New Hampshire resolutions were referred, have made a report, accom- 


panied by the following resolutions :— 
‘* Resolyed, by the Senate and House of Representatives, of the State of 


Indiana: That we are utterly opposed to any further extension o of slave © 


territory. 
‘« That we are  ineosagponshiadae opposed to the admission of any more 
slave states into this Union, under any circumstances whatevre.” 

















Nas ig 


























Apri 1, 1847.] 


+ ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. } él 





THE SLAVE TRADE. 

The following is a copy of the commercial convention with the King 
and chiefs of Cape Mount, west-coast of Africa :— 

‘1, The slave trade is totally abolished, and all traffic in slaves 
punishable. 

‘¢2, English vessels shall enjoy free and unrestricted intercourse with 
the native population. 

*$e~All. Englishmen landing are to be protected. 

‘« 4.~A British factory may be established. 

‘* 5. In the event of any misunderstanding between the natives and any 
person or persons under the protection of England, the offending parties 
shall be delivered over to the country to which they may belong, to be 
punished according to law.’’ 

By an additional article it is further agreed :— 

‘That no slaves belonging to natives, not their subjects, nor tributary 
to them, or to foreigners (white men) shall be permitted, on any account 
= to enter and pass through the territory of Cape Mount, &c. ~ 

‘‘ This additional article to have the same force and effect as if it had 
been inserted, word for word, im the convention.’’ fone 

The above treaty was signed on the 21st February, 1841. 

Further engagements entered into in Januaty, 1846 :— 

“At an adjourned meeting and solemn palaver, held on the banks of 
the river at Cape Mount, on 2nd January, 1846, between the King and 
the chiefs of that country and William Douglas Brisbane, commanding 
her Majesty’s sloop the Larne, the following articles and conditions were 
agreed upon :— 

‘“* Art, 1. The conditions of the convention of 1841 are fully admitted 
to be binding on the King and chiefs, &c., of Cape Mount. © — ; 

‘* All the provisions of that engagement for the suppression of the 
foreign slave trade are fully confirmed ; the export of slaves to foreign 
countries is for ever abolished; and all persons within the territory of 
Cape Mount, whether subject to the chiefs or being within their jurisdic- 
tion, guilty of selling or assisting at the sale of any slave, shall be 
severely punished. 

“‘ Art. 2. No European or other person shall be permitted to reside 
within the territory of the chiefs of Cape Mount, for the purpose of 
carrying on, in any way, the slave trade. 

“‘ Art. 3. If at any time it may be found that the slave-trade has been 
carried on through or from the territory of the chiefs of Cape Mount, 
Great Britain may interfere, in order by force to suppress the same. 
British officers may seize vessels and boats found engaged in carrying on 
the slave-trade ; and the chiefs of Cape Mount will subject themselves to 
a severe act of displeasure on the part of the Queen of England. 

“Art. 4. The subjects of the Queen of England, may always trade 
freely with the of Cape Mount, in every article they may wish to 
buy or sell, walt ¢ , ports, and rivers within tHe territories of the 
chiefs of Cape Mount; and the latter pledge themselves not to show any 
favour, and not to give any privilege to the ships. and traders of other 
countries which they do not show to those of England. 

‘« Signed at New Florence, on the river of Cape Mount, on the 2nd of 
January, 1846, and afterwards on the same day approved of and confirmed 
on board her Majesty’s ship Penelope, in the name of her Britannic 
Majesty, by Commander W. Jones, the senior officer commanding the 
British squadron.”’ 

Complaints now urged by chiefs at Cape Mount :— 

“(It appears that the King and chiefs of Cape Mount now complain 
that, although they are at present faithfully acting up to the terms of the 
foregoing conditions with this country, and are, by so doing, forfeiting all 
the profits they formerly derived from the slave-trade— 

** No legitimate commerce has yet found its way to their shores, to 
compensate them for the loss of that trade, although, as they state, their 
country is rich in corn, wood, timber, palm oil, ivory, and gold dust.’’ 

This important question will no doubt be taken into consideration by 
the Foreign and Colonial Offices, and by the Board of Trade, in order to 
concert measures for the opening of a trade between Sierra Leone and 
Cape Mount... ig 


- ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 
EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM SAMUEL “RHOADS TO JOSEPH STURGE. 
Blockley, near Philadelphia, 2nd Month, 25th, 1847. 

_An anti-slavery bill,‘similar to that of Mass., Vermont, &c., to prohibit 
state officers from aiding in the arrest of fugitive slaves, to prevent kid- 
napping, &c., passed the House at Amesbury unanimously, and report 
said yesterday had passed the Senate also ; if so, it only wants the gover- 
nor’s signature to be a law. A great movement this for our state. A 
similar bill passed the House in Rhode Island, but was defeated in the 
Senate. A bill to repeal the‘black laws of Ohio ranthe same course. So 
did a bill for the abolition of slavery in Delaware; a majority of one in 
the Senate defeated it. But these are important movements, and the 
failures by such small majorities indicate a great change in public senti- 
ment. There is little hope, however; of the ‘‘ Wilmot proviso’’ being 
adopted by the United States Seijate. The slave power is still in the 
ascendant at Washington. es ee aoe 

















EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM J. G. WHITTIER TO JOSEPH STURGE. 
Amesbitry, 26th of the 2nd Month, 1847. 
Our new paper (The Washington Era) gets on well. It has now 
10,000 subscribers, and is attracting much attention. The President has 


aslied for an appropriation of three millions of dollars to be used in effect. 
ing a treaty with Mexico the House of Representatives has granted 
it an the express co that slavery shall be for ever excluded from 


any territory which f ve obtained under a treaty with Mexico. The 


vote by which this important condition was affixed to the grant was 115-_ 
It is now under discussion in the Senate. Ags 9 


in favour, to 105 against. 
a sort of national testimony against slavery this is a great gain to liberty. 

Thou remembers, doubtless, our visit to Wilmington (Delaware), and 
our pleasant interview with the friends of freedom in that slave state. I 
know it will gratify thee to hear that through the exertions, mainly of the 
few present at that interview, the subject of emancipation has been 
yee the Legislature of Delaware now in session, and the House 
0 resentatives, by a vote of twelve to eight, have passed a law for the 
gradual abolition of slavery. The Senate have not yet aetéd on it, but it 
is confidently hoped that it will receive the sanction of ‘Gist body. Is not 
this cheering ? ai 

There is another equally encouraging event which must mention. 
Pennsylvania, in her Legislature, by a vote almost unanimous, has passed a 
law, prohibiting any citizen or officer of the state from giving aid in 
returning a fugitive slave. This is a very important step, as Pennsylvania 
borders on the slave states. I must not omit to say that this good move. 
ment was greatly encouraged by a Committee of Friends, acting under 
appointment for the Meeting for Sufferings. “ 

A letter from a gentleman, formerly of this town, mh a senator of the 
state, written from Marshall, Michigan, gives an account of the attempt of 
a gang of slave-holders from Kentucky to seize and carry off a {family of 
fugitive slaves in that place, The citizens of all classes, lawyers, doctors, 
merchants, and labourers, assembled at once; and although the law was 
clearly on the side of the Negro-catchers, with one voice declared that-- 
God’s law was paramount, and that the slaves should not be given up. 

The slave-holders drew pistols and attempted to break into the house 
where the slaves where, whereupon they were at once arrested and fined 
one hundred dollars for breaking open the door, and bound over to the 
next term of the circuit court for assault upon a free coloured man who 
came to the rescue. It is becoming all but impossible to carry back a 
fugitive from any of our free states. 

Our dear friend, J. J. Gurney, was suddenly called; it is a great loss 
to the world. Does not the event admonish us to work while the day 
lasts ? 

I send thee herewith a speech of the great patron of slavery, J. C. 
Colhoun. It is, as thou wilt see, desponding. When such men despair, 
the slaves may begin to hope. 





NARRATIVE OF JOHN HOMRN. 


The following is the Narrative of one, who after having been reared in 
the lap of freedom, was afterwards sold into servitude and bondage. He had 
therefore an opportunity of judging of slavery, through a medium which 
we would fain hope falls to the lot of few. Could our readers have 
listened to his tale of woe, could they have entered into the deep language 
of his soul, whilst he unfolded the cruel hate of the system, and the gall- 
ing nature of the servitude, and the unmitigated sufferings connected with - 
it, they could not have failed to evince the deepest and most thrilling 
emotion. 

Joun Homrn was born at Sierra Leone, in the year 1823. His 
parents, though ranked amongst the humbler class, lived in comfort 
and respectability. At an early age he was placed at school, and 
was grounded in the rudiments of knowledge; hence he was able to 
read and write well. The time having arrived for his doing some- 
thing towards his own support, his father intended that he should learn his 
business, which was that of a carpenter, but circumstances occurred which 
turned the tide of his affairs. When about twelve years of age, his father, 
by some means, became acquainted with a gentleman, at least in appear- 
ance, a native of the United States, of the name of Paul Fevre, who 
affected some concern for his welfare and that of his family, and hinted 
that as he was about to travel and wanted a valet, it would be to the interest 
of John to accompany him, as he would see that his prospects in life were 
furthered, and that something handsome was done for him. 

His father, suspecting nothing, entered into an arrangement with him on 
behalf of his son, and not many days after, John left his home with the 
hope of returning at no lengthened date. They set sail for Ri Ponca, 
where they remained for a period of two years, Fevre, carrying on the 
business of a merchant. During this time he received the ordinary treat- 
ment of a servant, but his master refused to allow him anything for 
his services. His clothing, which was of a coarse texturé, was provided for 
him, and a strict surveillance was kept over his person. Fevre then re- 
moved to the Havana, and took ‘up ‘his residence at the hotel of one 
Francisco Solen, who it turned out was @ planter and the owner of a con- 


— number of slaves, and notorious for the’ brutal severity with — 
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which he treated them. Were his condition was unimproved, and he 
would gladly have released himself ftom his position, but being young and 
inexperienced, he was ignorant of the means to be adopted to carry out 
his wishes. Frequently during the period which had elapsed since he left 
his father’s house, he had sighed to return, but viewing the manner in 
which his master received any intimations of his desire, he was silenced 
down into submission, living upon hope as tothe future. Fevre remained 
at the Hayana nine months, at the end of which period he took a journey 
to the island of St. Thomas, with a promise to returnin a short time. Days 
and weeks elapsed and they heard no tidings of him. Doubt and fear be- 
gan to spring up in the mind of Homrn. The prospect before him was 
gloomy. Would his master return? Should he reach again the objects 
of his earliest affections ?—or was he to remain a stranger in a strange 
land, under the control and power of a slave-holder? His doubts were 
soon to be cleared up. He continued to occupy himself in assisting the 
family of Mr. Solen, in his capacity as valet, who for a time treated him 
with some consideration, until one day having done something which did 
not meet with the approbation of Mr. Solen, he seized a whip and attempted 
to flog him, when Homrn exclaimed ‘‘Sir, you must not whip me, 
Tam a free man,’’ upon which he told him that he should whip him, 
inasmuch as he was his property, he having previous to Fevre’s departure 
purchased him for 300 Spanish dollars. He protested against the legality 
of the act, and said he was not the slave of any man. But he was com- 
pélled to submit, not having the means at hand of proving his freedom. 
He now felt the degradation of his position—that he was not the master 
of himself, and that he must bow his neck at the bidding of another. His 
circumstances were entirely changed, and he had no power to alleviate 
them. He was compelled to perform the most servile drudgery, without 
reward, and to exist on whatever selfishness might suggest as fitting and 
necessary. He continued to live with Solen at the Havana four years 
and three months, when through a change in his master’s circumstances he 
had to remove with him to Porto Rico. Here his position was unaltered, 

_for slavery everywhere is the same despotic monster, unfeeling, and unre- 


ns “Tenting. He remained at Porto Rico five years, the servant—the slave 


of the oppressor. What he must have endured during this lengthened 
period may be more easily conceived than described. Homrn did not 
attempt the description. His mind seemed so overpowered with the 
scenes that he had viewed in the land of his exile, that the thought of his 
own sufferings seemed lost in the contemplation of,that of others. In 
giving his testimony it appeared as though he had been the witness of 
some tragic scene which had left an overwhelming influence on his mind 
which neither time nor circumstances could efface. 

We shall, for the present, leave the subject of our notice, that we may 
take a view of the treatment adopted towards the slaves of Porto Rico, as 
furnished by him. 

The nature of the labour generally performed by slaves is of the most 
arduous description. No other race than that of the African has been 
found fully equal to it. The work required on sugar plantations is 
especially heavy; but not only is it arduous in itself; but the num- 
ber of hours during which the slaves are compelled to work renders it 
still more oppressive. The usual hours of labour on the estates were 
from six in the morning until ten at night, without any intermission, save 
an half hour devoted to meals. During crop time, the hours were from 
three o’clock in the morning until eleven at night. A driver was placed 
over them to watch their proceedings, and the slightest cessation was 
punished with severity. Not only were they compelled to labour on the 
week days, but the Sabbath, like another day, was devoted to labour, 
and seldom or never was an hour allowed them from it for rest or relaxation. 
Thus, life to them was but.one scene of endurance, without any break for 
rest or improvement. It may be supposed that with such incessant toil, 
nature often flagged and failed under the heat and burden of the day; 
then was the time for the whip, and it was used unmercifully to coerce 
labour. Its sound might be heard from morning until night. In case of 
refractoriness, the slaves were removed to the whipping post, where they 
were most cruelly chastised. Except in the most extreme cases, illness 
was not received as a plea for cessation from work. Remembers the case 
of one Dominico, whose occupation was to feed the sugar mill, and who 
was required to work when disease totally disqualified him. On making a 
representation to the overseer as to his inability, he was ordered back 

“again, gnd a slave was directed to administer twenty-five lashes to cure 
him of nisinability. This punishment was repeated three days successively, 
until the poor fellow became indifferent to life. After having received his 
last punishment, ‘he returned to the mill, and requested the man who had 
charge ¢ of the engine to stir up the fires, and having obtained as rapid a 
motion as possible, he threw himself in, and was crushed to death. The 
owner on learning the circumstance, merely said, he was a lazy, worthless, 
fellow, and enjoined silence on the people. The punishments inflicted on 

the’ slaves are of the most horrifying character—the whip, the stocks, 

chains, gags, and other instruments are employed. There is a severe 
mode of punishment adopted, called ‘‘ bucking,’’—the hands of the poor 
victim are first tied together, and then passed over the knees; a stick is 
then past between the arms aud knees, and the sufferer being rendered 
helpless, the castigation is administered. The stocks is another dreadful 





form of punishment; when adopted during the day, it tends to the injury 
of the planter, as a certain amount of work is lost. It is, therefore, usual 
to place the poor creatures in them during the hours ‘usually devoted to 
‘sleep. They are thus deprived of the only blessing they might otherwise 
enjoy. If any sleep at all is obtained, it is by resting on one hand, and 
placing the body in a one-sided position. Thus are they tormented day 
and night. But, however sorely corporeal punishment may bear upon 
‘the slave, and tend to embruten his nature, he will more readily submit 
to it, than he will to be humiliated from a position of comparative trust. 


-Remembers to have seen this strikingly exemplified in the case of one 


Bicente. It frequently happens that when an offence is committed, 
there is some difficulty in tracing it to the guilty party. In such 
cases, the whole gang of slaves often suffer. On one occasion, the 
store of the plantation, in which was deposited the usual food of 
the slaves, was broken into during the night, and a quantity of corn 
meal abstracted therefrom. In the morning an outcry was made; but as 
the real offender could not be discovered, certain individuals were selected 
out as the subjects of punishment. Amongst whom was Bicente, who had 
for some time had charge of the oxen used on the estate, and which was 
considered an honourable occupation. He was ordered to work on the 
plantation as acommon field hand. He objected, alleging that he had 
been at work for many hours without food; but this was not the real 
grievance, he could not submit to be degraded before his fellow-slaves, by 
being sent on to the plantation. The slightest resistance in a slave cannot 
be tolerated for a moment: it is an axiom with the slave-holder, ‘‘ domi- 
nion absolute, or none.’’ The overseer, Mr. Closten, seeing that he re- 
sisted, ordered a slave to catch “‘ the fellow.’’ Bicente was cool, and said to 
him, ‘‘ will you bind a fellow-slave? Go tellthe gentleman to come himself.’’ 
He came, but he told him that his purpose was to resist his attempts, and 
that if he valued himself he had better refrain. He hastened to Mr Solen, 
the proprietor, and said, ‘‘do you see that fellow, he wants to kill me.’’ 
‘* T will go into the city, make some communications on the subject, and 
on my return I will give him one hundred lashes.’’ Prior to starting, how - 
ever, he armed several of the men with cutlasses, in order that if Bicente 
should offer any resistance, they might be prepared. Bicente was not a 
stranger to what was passing. He saw that the storm was brewing, and 


he knew something of the awful consequence which would result to him. : 


He was left alone to meditate on the scene, and shortly after he left the 
place. He was missed, but no one knew whither he had gone. It appeared, 
however, that he had armed himself with a cutlass. No search was made 
for him. Hours elapsed, but neither he nor the averseer came. 
At last the horse on which the overseer had mounted, was seen re= 
turning home without his rider. Fears were immediately entertained 


and the worst was surmised. And soon their fears were realized; for on - 


search being made, Mr. Closten was found, bearing the marks of death 


upon him. But where is Bicente? A hue and cry was made, and a search 


was instituted, and soon he was discovered, suspended from a tree, a 


lifeless corpse. 
(To be continued.) 





Foreign Entelligence. 


UnirTep Srates.—Slavery in Ohio.—We are indebted to the Clerk of 
the House, for a copy of Mr. Ewing’s Bill, ‘‘ In relation to the Emigration 
and Colonization of Negroes, Mulattoes, and Quadroons, into the State of 
Ohio,”’ introduced into the Senate. 

The first section provides for the enumeration of persons of both 
classes by the Assessors, with an annual return of the births, marriages, 
and deaths. The second makes it the duty of the trustees of the township, 
on learnirg that any such person has come within the township to reside, 
to warn him by a written notice to depart, and if he does not within ten 


days, a warrant is to be issued to a constable to remove him to the place - 


from whence he came, if it can be ascertained, and if hr enoueeeneen 
place without the State. 


The third and fourth sections are in the words and figures following, 


to wit :— 


Sec. 3. That if any black, mulattoe, or quadroon, having-been once 


removed from a township, shall return to the same, it shall be the duty of 
the trustees to direct an order to a constable of the township to cause the 
services of the said black, mulattoe, or quadroon, TO BE SOLD OUT AT 
PUBLIC SALE FOR THE TERM OF SIX MONTHS! ! 

Sec. 4.—A constable on receiving such an order, shall forthwith advertise 


such sale in the same manner, and for the same time he is by law required ~ 


to ADVERTISE THE SALE OF PROPERTY; and it "shall be the duty of 


the constable to attend at the time and place in the notice specified, and - 


sell out the services of such black, mulattoe, or quadroon, for the period 
of six months to the highest bidder, and he shall give to the purchaser, 
on the payment of the sum bid, A CERTIFICATE OF PURCHASE; and the 
purchaser shall be entitled to the services of such black, mulattoe or 
quadroon, for the term of six months, and at the end of which time he 
shall remove such black, mulattoe, or quadroon, without the state, and pay 
to him or her the sum of ten dollars ; and the constable shall make return 
of such order, together with his proceedings thereon, to the township 
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clerk, who shall record the same in the book of registry aforesaid; and 
if any black, mulattoe, or quadroon shall again return, he shall be subject 
to the same proceedings under this section, EXCEPT THK TERM OF 
SERVICE SHALL BE ONE YEAR.—Ohio Paper. 

Reasons for the Black Laws.—The Ohio Press, the organ of the 
Democratic ‘ ‘tarde, ’* at Columbus, has put forth his argument for the 
Black Laws, and reasons for their enactment by the early legislators of 
Ohio. Hear O Heaven! and give ear, O Earth! 

‘They enact the black laws, in order to keep out of this State the free 
negroes and runaway slaves of the South, for the purpose of preserving 
unbroken that clause of the Constitution which declares perpetually 
against slavery and involuntary servitude. For, if the past be any 
criterion by which to judge of the future, unless the people of this State 
can keep themselves separated from these vicious and degraded beings, 
we shall be forced to enslave them, inorder to keep them from destroy. 
ing us.”’ 

_A correspondent of the Pittsburgh Mystery (edited by a coloured man) 
writes from Cincinnati as follows :— 

“A worthy coloured man, from Mercer County, Ohio, arrived here a 
few days ago. He stated in a public meeting, that the first resolution of 
the ever notorious Mercer County Mob—viz. that no coloured person 
should grind in the mills after the Ist day of January, 1847, had actually 
been ratified, and that a poor coloured man with a load of grain, had been 
turned off by those half-civilized Buckeys, 

‘* He stated that there were between 500 and 600 free people of colour 
in the county, worth, at least, 200,000 dollars; that none had ever been 
convicted of any crime; and that they lived in fear of being driven from 
their homes and firesides (unless the strong arm of the law interposed), by 
the whites of Mercer County. Hence, his fellow-townsmen despatched 
him with a letter to Columbus, stating the condition of things in Mercer, 
and imploring his excellency the Governor, to do what was in his power 
to stay the impending storm. He (the Governor) read the letter, seemed 
deeply touched, and opened the way by which the agent from Mercer 
could lay the said epistle before the House of Representatives.’’ 


Moine.—Protest against Slavery by 153 Baptist Ministers.—The 
undersigned, Baptist ministers in the State of Maine, deeply im- 
pressed with the evils of slavery, as it exists in these United States, do 
hereby declare their belief, that Liberty is the natural right of every 
human. being—that it has its origin in the divine constitution, which 
declares that ‘‘God has made of one blood all nations of men’’—in 
perfect harmony with which, the declaration of our independence asserts, 
that ‘‘ all men are created equal, and are endowed by their Creator with 
certain inalienable rights, among which are, life, liberty, and the pursuit 

f happiness.’’ 

‘With these views, maintained by nearly every civilized nation, we feel 

to be a sacred duty which we owe to our own consciences, and much 
more to nearly three millions of oppressed and chattelized human beings, 

a country boasting of its independence, its freedom and equal rights, 
solemnly to declare, that slavery is a palpable violation of those rights, 
and is founded in high-handed injustice, oppression, and wickedness. 
Above all, we protest against the system and practice of slavery, as 
unavoidably depriving the most of the enslaved of the knowledge of the 
word of God; thereby erecting the highest. barrier which can be raised 
against their salvation. : 

This solemn declaration and protest we do, as Christian ministers, put 
forth in the name of our common humanity, and entreat and beseech all 
persons who are implicated in this sin against God, and especially all who 
bear the sacred office of the Christian ministry, earnestly to pray for its 
extinction, and to take wise and speedy measures to save the country from 
this crying sin, and the judgment to which it exposes the whole nation... 

(Signed by 153 Baptist Ministers.) 

Brunswick, June 16, 1846. 

RESPONSIBILITY or A SLave.—Trial for Murder.—A ae named 
Richard. was recently tried for the murder of another—a woman—and 
acquitted on the ground that the blows which caused death were given by 
order of the mistress. The court very properly decided, that whatever 
unlawful act a slave may commit in the presence, and by command of its 
owner, that the owner, and nat. his instrument, is to be held accountable. 
A slave should no more be held accountable to the law for crime in such 
cases, than the knife or hatchet with which a murder may be committed. 

We are glad to see this doctrine established. The next step is to decide 
that a slave committing-crime, under any circumstances, is no more 
subject to legal trial than a horse which kicks a man’s brains out, or an 
ox that gores one to death. It is no more than even-handed justice to 
absolve from legal responsibility him who is held by law as a chattel. 


Detaware.—It affords us‘the highest pleasure to state, that on Friday 
last the House of Representatives of Delaware passed the Act for the 
gradual Aboi:tion of Slavery in that State, by a vote of twelve yeas to 
eight nays, The bill must now go to the Senate, where we hope it will 
pass by an equally decided majority, though we are not informed as to the 
sentiments of that body respecting it. Little Delaware will be warmly 
received into the sisterhood of Free States, if her Legislature shall have 
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the courage to relieve her of the incubus that has so long retarded her 
prosperity.. The abolition of slavery there would exert a powerful 
influence upon the other border Slave States, and we shall expect to see 
her example followed ere long by Maryland, Virginia, and Kentucky. 
Fruits of Slavery.—In Louisiana there have been four eolleges este. . 
blished, and liberally endowed; and, I state upon authority, that at least 
half a million of dollars has been squandered upon them. The institutions 
have failed, and become virtually extinct, before sending out a single, or at 
most, more than a single graduate. There are now two colleges in active 
operation there-~the one called Jefferson College, which is a State 
institution, and the other, Centenary, which is under the control of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Louth, neither of which is accomplishing 
much in the way of education. 
‘In Mississippi, there have been four colleges established, and richly © 
endowed, three of which exist yet in name, one is extinct, and the 
endowments of all are lost. These endowments amounted to half a 
million or more. I am informed, and I suppose correctly, that not one of 
these colleges has sent out a single graduate, except Oakland College, 
which is a Presbyterian institution, and has existed fifteen years. This 
college has graduated about fifty.’’ 
So says the Zion’s Herald, a Methodist paper. 
The cause of this? Need it be asked? Slavery: 
good thing. 


MAaryYLanv.—The debate on the question of the abolition of aeveey 
in Maryland was at length closed before the Murray Institute, on Wed- 
nesday evening, after having been continued for sIx SUCCESSIVE WEEKS! 
It closed very spiritedly, and in good feeling.—Some attempts to arouse 
popular prejudice, it is true, were made, by the negative, against ‘‘ the 
spirit of abolitionism ;” but they fell flat upon the intelligent audience, — 
as shown by their vote, which stood MoRE THAN TWO TO ONE in favour 
of acTron on this important and urgent question! This was beyond our ’ 
most hopeful anticipations, and it is, naturally, very cheering to one~ 
standing, as we do, in the van of the great contest now going on in this | 
State between ignorant prejudice, and enlightened self-interest..- Wee 
mentioned, a couple of weeks ago, that this question of questions had been 
up before several other Lyceums of this city this winter, and we have already - 
announced a favourable decision by the Jefferson Society. The decision ‘ 
of one of the other associations concerned we have not been able to learn. ° 
The Washington Lyceum has decided that slavery ** should not exist.’’— 
Baltimore Sat. Visiter. $ 


Tue Way THEY po THINGS Down Sourn.—The Chattahoochee, - 
published in Georgia, states that on the 12th instant, a Negro who had ’ 
been convicted of manslaughter, was taken out for punishment, according - 
to his sentence. He received a brand of the letter ‘‘M”’ on his right ° 
cheek, and thirty lashes on his bare back. The sentence confers three ° 
more degrees of thirty lashes each, to be given respectively for three « 
regular, successive mornings. The whipping was taken with a good deal * 
of composure—but a strong evidence that the Negro’s face hurt oy was-! 
made abundantly manifest at the application of the brand. 


SENTENCED To BE Hunc.—A court of magistrates and freeholders was" 
convened on Friday last, at the Parish House of St. Andrew’s Parish, for 
the trial of Cato, a slave, about twenty years of age, the property of F. S. ‘ 
Homes, Esq., charged with an attempted outrage on the person of a white © 
female, which, by the Act of 1843, has been made a capital offence. © 
After an impartial trial, he was found guilty, and sentenced to be hung on © 
Friday, the 5th of March next.—Char. Eve. News. 


A Negro slave, belonging to Judge Roane, in Jefferson County, ’ 
Arkansas, killed his overseer, William B. Miller, on the 17th ult. The 
overseer undertook to flog him without tying him. “i 

In the Court of Common Pleas, on Tuesday, on motion of Ellis Gray~ 
Loring, Esq., Robert Morris, jun., was admitted to practice as an‘ 
attorney and counsellor-at-law in all the courts of this Copereny.” é 
Morris is a coloured man, and was educated fog the bar by Mr. Loring.— 
Boston Post. , 

RicHarp, a slave of Robert Rowan, who whipped another slave,” 
Maria, to death, in Charleston, has been tried and acquitted, because he* 
did it by the direction of his mistress. 


which blights every 





Colonial Entelligence, 


Britisn Guiana.—Alleged Case of Starvation.—A coroner's imeyuent 
has been held on the body of a Coolie named Paschee, who was reported : 
to have died of starvation through having been sent across the river, on : 
account of illness, in order that the townspeople might not. be affected ; 
by his presence. The evidence before us, says Emery’s Journal, we~ 
have carefully examined, and we find that it brings out, among conse 
things, the following facts :-— 

1, That the inspector-general of police, under the authority of the 
governor, has been accustomed to order Coolies; many of them quite sick ; 
and unfit for labour, to be sent across the river, out of the sight of the 
townspeople. 2. That Mex. of the people thus sent across the river 
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were forced to go against their will. 3. That the Coolies thus forced 
out of town have been thus sent without a supply of food. 4.°That in 
the case of Paschee, the deceased Coolie, his exposure to the cold and 
windy weather, upon the damp ground, in all probability, induced the 
disease of which he died, which disease was no doubt aggravated by the 
want of food, through which he was brought to a state of starvation. 
These points are fully exhibited in the evidence before us, and the only 

erious discrepancy is that in reference to the second particular, between 
the testimony of Mr. John Taggart and the policemen, as to the unwil- 
lingness of the poor sick Coolies to be deported from Georgetown. Mr. 
Taggart states, most unequivocally, that some of the Coolies were forced 
into the police-boat, and that others went in only when threatened or 
bullied by the police. In this he is confirmed by two witnesses, who have 
borne their testimony to the fact since the trial. Thus, then, we have 
the evidence of three highly respectable gentlemen in support of fact No. 2, 
in opposition to the counter-testimony of the three policemen, who may be 
regarded, to some extent, as interested witnesses. The suggestion of the 
coroner’s jury sustains fact No. 3, as to the lack of food; and the evidence 
elicited from the doctor, by the questions of the jurors, supports statement 
No. 4. The following is the verdict of the jury:—That the Coolie, 
supposed to be named Paschee, died of a disease of the lungs, and of no 
other cause; and the jurors, in pronouncing this verdict, respectfully 
request Mr. Ware, the coroner, to recommend to the authorities, that 
Coolies who may in future be discharged from the hospital, and sent 
across the river, to the estates to which they respectfully belong, shall be 
supplied with a larger quantity of food than it appears in evidence they 
have been in the habit of receiving. 

Last week no fewer than four inquests were held on Leguan. Two of 
them on the bodies of drowned men washed ashore, one on a Coolie found 
dead upon the road, apparently from a fit or some other visitation of 
God, the other on a Coolie brutally murdered—cut down with a cutlass, 
and with sixteen or seventeen wounds on his body. Another Coolie is in 
_ custody, on the coroner’s warrant, charged with the murder.— Guiana 

Times, 26th Jan. 


The Portuguese and Coolie immigrants are reported to be in a very bad 
way, dying by the score like rotten sheep. Of one batch of the former, 
located, near the close of the last year, to the number of about 140, on 
two estates in Berbice, under the attorneyship of J. O‘Donoghue, Esq., 
and notwithstanding every attention paid to their comfort and health by 
that gentleman, with the best medical assistance, thirty-five, Emery’s 
Journal states, died off in a few weeks, and, within another few weeks, 
thirty more were added to the list of mortality, although the people had, 
meanwhile, been removed to other estates down the west coast for a 
change! This is really a frightful account; and the particularity with 
which it is given, with the names of persons and places, leaves no room to 
doubt its accuracy. ‘‘ Our object,’’ the Journal says, ‘‘is particularly to 
state a fact, which we deem worthy of reflection, and we will only further 
remark, that if such is the mortality, where endeavours are made, and no 
expense spared, to provide necessary comforts for immigrants during 
sickness, what must be the mortality in the greater number of estates in 
the colony, where no such provision is made, and where the number of 
the working gang is the only object of solicitude in reference to these 
people! The upshot of the matter,’’ it adds, ‘‘ is just this, and it is no 
use to blink the thing ;—this is not a fit country for either Portuguese or 
Hindoos as agricultural labourers. ‘'o persist in Coolie and Madeiran 
immigration is ruinous to the resources of the colony, and cruel, murder- 
ously cruel, to the deluded immigrants themselves.’’ 


Tarnipap.—The Council have decided that Coolie immigration is to 
be proceeded with, but on a reduced scale, and under different regulations. 
The parties employing the Coolies are to pay £2 per head towards defray- 
ing the expense of their introduction into the colony, and under Earl 
Grey’s regulations—which have been embodied into an Ordinance, and 
undergone a first and second, reading—such further payments are to be 
made on the renewal of yearly agreements, or the entering into agreements 
with fresh parties, as will, if these sums are looked after, go far to defray 
a considerable portion of the expense of bringing the Coolies hither. 
But, we must confess, we looked for some remonstrance from the Board 
to the Home Government as to the hardship of being compelled to pay 
British shipowners £16 for the introduction of these Coolies, when French 
and American vessels could be found who would submit to all the regula- 
tions of the Passenger’s Act. There was another point, slightly touched 
‘upon by the committee, which deserved more emphatic notice. It was 
as to the description of people sent ont. It is evident that many—very 
many—of them are not only not inured to agricultural labour, but wholly 
unfitted for it. A report from the Coolie magistrate as to these points, 
would have been very valuable, and should have been solicited at the hands 
of the Executive. Earl Grey’s Ordinance for promoting immigration 
into the colony of Trinidad, and the industry of immigrants, is a master- 





piece of legislation of the Whig school. ‘‘ There’s no compulsion—only 
you must,” is the covert language of every clause. Some of the details 
are faulty ; but it must be borne in mind that it was framed, not for these 
colonies, but the Mauritius. 
There has been another arrival of Coolies by the Loch Lomond. 
Port of Spain Gazette, Feb. 2. 


Cootixs AGAIN. —We have had an additional supply of labourers 
by the arrival of the John Lime, with 338 Coolies, young and old. 
When will this traffic in human beings have an end? Happily for the 
interests of humanity onr treasury can sustain the traffic no longer; and 
our rulers will act a dishonest and felonious part if they pawn the pros- 
pective revenue of the Colony for unneeded and cruel immigration.— 
Trin. Spec., Jan. 23. 





Miscellanea, 

By a late arrival from the West Coast of Africa, we learn that there 
has been a succession of very heavy rains on the south-west coast, far 
heavier than have visited that district for very many years past. An 
immense traffic in slaves is still carried on on various parts of the coast ; 
American vessels, chartered for a different purpose at their own shores, 
get rid of their cargoes on the passage, and then freight with slaves, and 
this with the most daring impunity, the right of search having been given 
up. The British and French cruisers, however, were most active and 
zealous in the endeavour to suppress the traffic, notwithstanding which, 
there have been of late an unprecedented number of cargoes cleared at the 
slave markets.—Times. 

Stave Trave.—Horrible Massacre.—The following has just been 
received from a very intelligent naval officer at Ascension. The detail is 
one of the most appalling proofs of the calamities which the slave trade 
leads to, and we trust the efficiency of the blockade may put an end to its 
being continued, in that of Africa at least, for some time to come :— 
‘* Ascension, Jan. 1, 1847.—We have just received news of a most horrible 
massacre on the coast. A slave depdt, called Gallinas, known to have 
2,000 slaves ready for shipping, was so closely blockaded by our cruisers, 
that the slave owners, finding it impossible to embark the slaves, -and 
not wishing the expense of feeding them, actually in cold blood beheaded 
the whole number, placing their heads on poles stuck in the beach, saying, 
you will not allow us to make profit of prisoners we take in war, so we 
will kill all.”’— Cork Constitution. 

Caution respecting Emigration to Texas.—The following notice 
has been issued by order of Her Majesty’s Colonial Land and Emigra- 
tion Commissioners. We publish it as highly interesting and important 
to persons intending to emigrate to Texas :—‘‘ Emigrants are warned, 
that Her, Majesty’s Vice-Consul, at Galveston, in a despatch dated 
the 6th of January last, states, that from the experience of six years’ 
residence in Texas, he does not hesitate to pronounce that certain state- 
ments which have recently appeared respecting the salubrity of the 
climate, the fertility of the soil, and the richness of the mineral productions 
of Texas, are greatly exaggerated, and that there is a melancholy evidence 
of the fact, in the misery suffered by many of the emigrants attached to 
the German Emigration Associations. He further expresses a conviction 
that if British subjects should be induced to emigrate to Texas, they will, 
probably, encounter sickness and destitution. 

An American editor, in preparing Sterne’s works for sale in the slave 
states, substitutes ‘‘ oppression’’ for ‘‘ slavery!’ ‘ Disguise thyself as 
thou wilt, still, oppression, still thou art a bitter draught.”’ 





DONATIONS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Tue following contributions have been received since our last, and are 
hereby thankfully acknowledged :— 











Donations. Subscriptions. 
Birmingham.—Sturge, Joseph ............ 100 0 0 ——~ 
Bristol._— Thomas, THE. we ee cocses cove 60 0 0 a 
Thomas, Edward .............. 50 0 0 ee 
Bath.—Ladies’ Anti-Slavery Society........ 20 0 0 = = ——— ma 
Norwich.—J. J. Gurney, Executors oe... west 
Hitchin.—Anti-Slavery Society........-.+2 25 0 0 = = ———me. 
Cirencester.—Auxiliary Society.......... + 5 0 0 Caeneheee 
London.—Hatchard, John... .......+00 sees _ ae ee 
Chesham.—Pryor, Samuel P......... os eeee . ae 
Caine.—Gundry, William .........+e00008 0 ———— 110 
Spilsby.—Anti-Slavery Society .........-. 310 0 ———- 
Playford Hall, nr. Ipswich. 9s ae Mrs. 100 1 0 0 
Woodbridge. —Moor, Rev. E. vobees 010 0 
Webster, Rev. Rr iisvies. 010 0 
Taylor, Rev. H........+++ ——_— 010 0 
Alexander, F.........es000% Soe 010 0 
Jesup, A. erates es eeosese ee a ae 010 0 
Thompson, P. ccccteeess 010 0 
Collection at, Balance of . 014 0 a 

Berbice, (W. I.) — James, Boatswain, ‘and 
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